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i THE Author of the enſuing Tratt, deſirous, 


e other Side the Queſtion; yet we have the Cha- 


—_” 
PUBLISHER 


. TJ THE 


F ſuppoſe, to remain unknown, having ſent 


me the MS. with a Liberty to publiſh or ſuppreſs 
it; I have, with the Advice of ſome good Judges, 


committed it to the Preſs, in hopes it will appear 
a ſeaſonable, as well as more reaſonable, Appeal 
to Men of Reaſon and Religion, than what we 


2 have lately feen under that Title. 


The great Danger of further Apoflaſy from 


= the beſt-conflituted Church in the World, may 
= ſeem Apology enough for the Publication. And 
= the Language of Dialogue, being the eafieſt and 
beſt adapted to all Capacities, as well as war- 
ranted by the Example of the moſt celebrated 
Pagan, as well as Chriſtian, Writers, is Argu- 


ment ſufficient for the Method the Author has 


1 ; 
- * , 
=_ a 
WEE 
1 
. 
FW l 


Though it appear to be defigned as an Antidote 


and Preſervative againſt a growing Evil, rather 


than an Anſwer to any particular Writings on 


rity 


ben 
- rity to hope, their moſt diſtinguiſhed Leaders will 
 ſeriditfly and candidly confider what is offered bn 


a Subject of ſo great Importance to the Peace and 
Unity of the Church: At leaſt, that the ſincere, 
though wavering, and as yet unalienated, Members 
of our Communion, for thoſe Uſe it ſeems chiefly 


deſigned, will make a wiſe Retreat in Time, and 


avoid the dangerous Precipice that lies before 
them; And as jo much unwearied Pains have 


been taken to lead captive the Serious, but Un- 
wary, it cannot but appear commendable, in every 
faithful Member of our Holy Church, to exert and 


unite their utmoſt Zeal, and beſt Endeavours, to 
preſerve and ſettle thoſe who are yet within 
the Fold; although they may not be ſo happy as to 
reduce ſuch as are too far gone aſtray. — 
This, and not Controverſy, appearing to have been 
he Author's ſole Intention, it is with the ſame 


View, and with an earneſt Apprecation to Hea- 


ven for its Succeſs, moſt humbly tendered to the 


4 


gentle and pious Reader, by 


The Publiſher; 


DIALOGUE 
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WHETHER 


Y Ie be 7 15 to TU RN METH ODIST. 
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*Tiuzvs and FPATROBAS. 
-Timens, 


I R, a good Morning to you. I am come 
to wait on you for your Advice in an Affair 
of ſome Conſequence to me; and hope this 
early Viſit from an old Friend on ſuch an 


account w1ll not be troubleſome or unſeaſonable. 


Patro. You are heartily welcome; and I rejoice 
to ſee you: Not having ſeen you at our Church of 


late, I feared you were not well. 


Tim, Were my Mind as well in Health as my 


Body, you would have ſeen me oftener there. 


PAP Pray, good Sir, what is the matter ? 
Tim. I am much importuned to turn Methodiſt. 
* Timeus, From Mark x. 46. A Name derived from the 


Syriac Word Tam, which ſignifies po/luted. The Latin Con- 
tamino, to defile, contaminate, ſeems alſo derived from hence. 


+ Patrobas, from Rom. xvi. 14. A Greek Name, which 
ſignifies, treading in his Father's Steps; qui he inſiſtit 


B ps. 


veſtigiis. 


4 3:3 
Patro. Are you ſo? Pray let me know what you 
mean by a Methodiſt. 

Tim. Why, one that hears - 2 follows the 
Doctrine of Mr. WWeſley y, and thoſe Preachers, who 
teach a much ſtricter Rule and Method of Life 


than is generally practiſed by any others, who are 
commonly called Chriſtians. 
Patro. To aſpire after greater Strictneſs in our 
Life and Converſation, than is commonly practiſed, 
is a very Jaudable Ambition; for it is a melancholy, 
but too notorious a Truth, that moſt People, now- 
a-days, lead very looſe and careleſs Lives. Bur, 
that we may know where the Fault lies, and whe- 
ther it be adviſable for you to turn, as you call it; 
let us conſider the Nature and Reaſon of the Change 
you are adviſed to. In the firſt Place let me aſk 
you, what your preſent Profeſſion is, which you 
are to turn from? _ 
Tim. I am a Member of the Church of W an 
Patro. Then I take it for granted that you 
were Baptized into that Church; that you have 


been Confirm'd, and admitted to the Holy Com- 
munion. 


Tim. I have ſo. 


Patro. If you have, what Reaſon can you "MP 
for thinking of a Change ? or what may the Argu- 
ments be, that can be urged to induce you to for- 
ſake the Way yu have been bred in, and hitherto 

pur ſued? 

Tim. They are a great many; and I cannot but 
own they ſtagger me very much. In the firſt Place, 
they tell us, * Except we be Repenerate and Born 
again, we cannot be ſaved:“ That, Without a 

« full Aſſurance of Faith in Chriſt, we can have no 
«© hopes of Heaven:“ That, The Church of 
« England does not teach us theſe Doctrines: 
That, Her Miniſters teach nothing but Works: 
& whereas St. Paut teaches the quite contrary," 


4 \ and 
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* 
and often tells us, We cannot be ſaved by 
« Vorks, but by Faith in Feſus Chriſt.” And, 
indeed, the Texts they bring for theſe Things, 
ſeem ſo plain, that I cannot gainſay them. On 
the other hand, they affirm, with great Confidence, 
That, by embracing heir Doctrines, we ſhall not 


only receive the true Faith in Chriſt, and become 


Regenerate, but have an immediate Senſe and Feeling 
of the new Birth: That, “ We ſhall inſtantly 
« perceive the Working of God's Spirit in our 


Hearts, and find ourſclves thoroughly Renewed, 


« and become New Creatures: That, We ſhall 
ee be fully aſſured of our State of Grace, get 
« above the Fears of Death, the Power of Sin, 


and be ſecured from all Danger of falling away.” 
And indeed I ſee and know ſo many, who, from 
very looſe and reprobate Lives, are become not 


only ſober, but holy and devout Perſons, that, as 
I told you before, I cannot help thinking, but 


that God is with them of a truth, and in a very 


extraordinary manner; that they teach the right 
and ſure way to Salvation ; and that, if there be 
ſuch a thing as Perfection and ſinleſs Obedience in 


this World, 10e are the People, who are poſſeſſed 


of it. . by 
Piatro. I will not deny but that the Benefits, 


= theſe Men aſcribe to Faith in Chriſt, are undoubted 
Truths, and exceeding comfortable, ſo as to deſerve 


our earneſt Pains, and moſt ſincere Endeavours to 
obtain them. In themſelves, I ſay, they are true 
and moſt deſirable Bleſſings : But if I can convince 
you, that they are to be had in the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and in her only ; you'll have no Reaſon 
for turning from her to Methodiſm, or any other 
Sect whatſoever that ſeparates from her. But I 
perceive (and you muſt excuſe my Freedom in ob- 
ſerving it), that you are one, among too many of 
the Members of our Church, who * not duly 


B 2 ſtudied 
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ſtudied the Grounds of your Religion, nor examined 
the Principles of our excellent Church, with that 
Care and Attention, you ought to have done; and 
therefore do not enough conſider the Neceſſity and 
indiſpenſable Duty of Chuxch Unity, This too 
common Neglect, is the only Reaſon, why any of 
her Members do ever forſake her Communion z 
and is indeed ſo great a Fault, that I do not won- 
der, that God is provoked to Jet them fall away 
Into many 12 5 Errors, and ſtrong Deluſions. 
Beſore therefore we can come to the Points, which 
you ſay have byaſſed you ſo much in favour of 
theſe new Teachers, there are two previous Que- 
ſtions, which ſeem to me of prime Neceſſity to be 
conſidered: iſt, A right Notion concerning the 
Church in General, which we commonly call the 


Catholick Church. 2dly, Whether the Church of 
Ergland be a true Member of that Church. It is 
to little purpoſe to diſpute about the Dod rines of 
Religion, and argue never ſo plauſibly about Faith 


and Works, and thoſe other Opinions, which are 
the preſent Subjects of Debate, and have ſo much 
unhinged your Mind, except we be firſt ſecure of 
the Ground we ſtand upon, and know certainly 
whether we be true Members of Chriſt's myſtical 


Body the Church, or not; and likewiſe be able to 


give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us. 

As to the firſt, I take it for granted that you 
firmly believe, there is a Catholick Church upon 
Earth, becauſe this is one of thoſe Articles you 
promiſed and vowed to believe, when you were 
baptized. That is, you profeſs to believe, that 
A ing is ſuch a Church in the World, founded by 
Chriſt and his Apoſt les, and therefore baly ; z preach'd 
to every Creature (that is, certainly, to all Man- 
kind) and therefore Catholick or Univerſal ; that 
this Church is one, as was ſignified by Noab's Ark, 
the Ti emple of Feruſalem, &c. that therefore it is the 


Pillar | 
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Pillar and Ground of Truth, the Houſe of God, out 
of which there is no Salvation. Conſequently you 


cannot be inſenſible of what Importance at is to 
your Salvation, to be aſcertain'd and well aſſured, 

whether you are in this Church or not; and the 
Danger you muſt neceſſarily incur in forſak ing her 
Communion z becauſe, as it follows in our Creed, 
in her, and her only, is the Communion of Saints. 
T ho? this be generally believed, or at leaſt a Pro- 
ſeſſion made thereof, as oft as we repeat the Creed, 

it is not ſufficiently Conſidered. And this, at the 
Bottom, is the true Cauſe of all thoſe Diſputes, 
Diviſions, and Schiſms, which break the Unity 
and Peace of the Church, as well as the Charity of 


its Members. There can be therefore no way more 
Z effectual for preventing jo great an Evil, than 


a right Knowlege of the Church, and a well- 
grounded Perſuaſion of the Nature and Neceſſity 
of Church Unity, Now the Catholick Church 1s the 
true Standard and Original, to which all particular 
Churches are to be conform'd, and by which they 


can be known; even as the Tabernacle in the Wil- 


derneſs was commanded of God to be made aſter 
the Pattern, which he had ſhewn to Moſes in the 
Mount. To know then the true Church of God, 
let us conſider, 
iſt, Her Nature, what ſhe is: And, | | 
2dly, The Marks and Characters, by which ſhe 
may be diſtinguiſhed and known. 
iſt, As to her Nature The Church, in gene- 


ral, or, as we call it, abe Catbolick Church, is that 


Spiritual Empire or Kingdom, which Chriſt has 


erected in the World, to which all muſt be added, 
or admitted into, that will be ſaved. 


As ſubject to, and inſeparably united to, one 
Head, 7e/us Chriſt, and for that reaſon call'd bis 
Body, yea, * the Fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. 


ſhe can be but Ore: Þ One Fold, One Shepherd. 


a Eph. i. 23, d John x. 16. Bur, 


13 
But, whether we conſider her as a Body, ſhe muſt 
as neceſſarily, according to the Nature of a Body, 
conſiſt < of many Members, all filly join'd toge- 
ther, and compacted according io that which every 
Joint ſupplicth'; or, if we conſider her as a King- 


dom, and univerſal Empire, ſpread over the Face 


of the Earth, this muſt take in all thoſe Nations 
throughout the World, which profeſs Subjection 
thereto. So that it is plain the Catholick Church is 
cantoned and divided into ſeveral national Churches, 
as ſo many Diſtricts or Parts of Chriſt's univerſal 


Kingdom; in like manner as we read of the Em- 


pire of the 4 Medes and Perſians, that it was di- 
vided into many leſſer Kingdoms, under the ſame 
Head, even an hundred and ſeven-and-twenty Pro- 
vinces. This diverſity of Members then does not 
deſtroy the Unity of the Church, while it preſerves 


the myſtical Union with its Divine Head; but 


inlarges, completes, and perfects it, in all Its 
Parts” 


Now, One Member of this- univerſal Kingdom 


of Chriſt is the Church of England; for no one will 
ſay, but that ſhe is a National, yea the only Na- 
tional Church in this Realm; becauſe ſhe, and ſhe 


alone, is the Church Epabliſh d here by the Laws of 


the Land. And herein ſhe is not only a Member 
of, but ſhe bears the exact Image of, the Catholick 


Church: For as that, tho' conſiſting of many Na- 


tional Churches, is but One in the World; ſo our 
Church, tho' partitioned into ſundry particular 


Dioceſan and Parochial Churches, as Members of 


the ſame n is but One Church in this King- 
dom. 


We find then, that in contemplating the Nature 
of the Church, her firſt Character is Unity ; yea, 


fuch a Unity as Faith tells us there is in the Na- 


ture of God, a Unity with ani: She 1s "In 
a 


oy 


e Eph. iv. 26. a Eſther i. 1. 


_ "00 0 


171 
and more than One. And as herein ſhe reſembles 


and bears the Image of God, whoſe Daughter ſhe 
is (for the is © the Daughter of the great King), fo the 


Church of England reſembles Her, in the Unity 
of her Nature, as well as Likeneſs of Feature, and 


Symmetry of Parts. 
A ſecond Property of her Nature is, that ſhe 
is partly Viſible, partly Inviſible. The Church has 


an outward Form, and an inward Spiritual Being: 


and herein ſhe reſembles the Perſon of her Divine 
Founder. As he ſuſtained two Natures, Divine 
and Human, and was therefore vi/ible and invi/ible, 
while he ſojourned upon Earth; ſo is his Church, 
and every particular Church that is formed on the 
ſame Model, vi/ible in her outward Conſtitution, 


Government, and Miniſtry, her Doctrines and Di- 


ſcipline; but inviſible with reſpect to that Spiritual 


Relation, by which ſhe, and her faithful Members, 


are united to her Sacred Head 7%s Chriſt, and 
animated by the Inhabitation of his Holy Spirit. 


A This made the Pſalmiſt ſay of her, She is all glo- 


rious WITHIN 3, her Cloathirg is of wrought Gold; 
that is to ſay, her inward Beauty is Divine Grace; 
her outward and viſible Form (of Conſtitution and 
Order) adorns her like a noble Piece of Robing, 
curiouſly . embroidered with Gold, and .magnifi- 
cently rich. Internally ſhe ſhines gloriouſly in the 
Eyes of God; externally. in the Sight of Men. 

2dly, As to the Marks of the Catholick Church, 
they are chiefly theſe Four; her Foundation; her 
Method of admitting Members; her Charter; and 
her Laws. And theſe, according to her Nature, 


= are partly vi/ible, and partly inviſible. As we go 
along, we ſhall. compare the Church of England by 
> theſe Marks. „„ ene ] 
1. As to her Foundation; this js built on Faith 
in Chriſt : So ſaith Chriſt himſelf; On Ibis Rock 


[to 


- Pſalm xv. 


181 
[to wit, the Profeſſion which St. Peter made of 
this Faith, Mart. xvi. 16.] will Ibuild my Church. 
be Church of England is built on the very 
ſame Rock; her Foundation is the fame, and 
her Builder the ſame, See her Articles, &c. 

2, The Way of Admiſſion into this Spiritual Build- 
ing and Kingdom, is by Baptiſm :—So Chriſt; He 
that believeth [as above] and is Baptized, ſhall be 

ſa ved, Mark xvi. 16, They that gladly received the 
Word i. e. believed in Jeſus Chriſt on the Word 
preach'd] were Baptized, and added to the Church, 
Acts ii. 41 and 47. NY 2 
It is evident, that Baptiſm is the only inſtituted 
Means of admitting Members into the Church 
of England. This Ordinance ſhe uſes in Obe- 
dience to Chriſt's poſitive Inſtitution, and in 
Conformity with the Catholick Church in all 
Ages, in adding Souls to the Church; and 
. 1 
3. The Charter of Incorporation, by which the 
Catholick Church holds all her Spiritual Privileges 
and Immunities, under Chriſt her Head, is the 
Second Covenait: This is made in Baptiſm, and is 
no other than the Goſpel itſelf; for in Reference 
to this, the New Teſtament is titled and calPd [H 
Kam Aizdncn, which properly ſignifies] the Net 
Covenant, and is therefore call'd Goſpel, or glad 
Tidings, becauſe it conveys to us that joyful Meſ- 
ſage of Peace, and Covenant of Salvation from 
God the Father, which his Son our Lord has pub- 
liſhed to the World ; and, for which, he 1s calPd 
by the Prophet, f The Meſſenger of the Covenant; 
and by the Apoltle, s The Mediator of the New 
Covenant, is „ ” 
The Church of England has the very ſame Char- 
ter; and in virtue thereof, is intitled to the 
Mal. iii. 1 5 Heb. xi. 15. 3 
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ſame Privileges and Immunit ies with the Catho- 
lick Church; nor doth ſhe admit any into her 


1 Communion, but ſuch as, by this holy Covenant 
| at their Baptiſm are incorporated into theChurch 
_ Catholick. For which Reaſon, this Covenant 
is one of the „it Principles ſhe inſtructs her 
4 Members in; as we ſee by that Summary of her 
4 Fundamentals contain'd in her Catechiſm. 
ü 4. The Laws and Statutes of Chriſt's Kingdom 
1 upon Earth, are the Scriptures, and Word of Gad. 
| As Catholick, ſhe is govern'd by no Other: Her 
x Powers being purely Spiritual, and her Conſtitution 
| not of Man nor from Man, but immediately from 
1 > Chriſt, her Sovereign Lord and King, ſhe admits 
h of no Laws in divine Things but bis: And he hath 
aid, * My Kingdom is not of this World. 
1 "3 Our Church, as Member of the Church Cathilick, 
'E has the very ſame Lats: In Spiritual Things 
ſhe receives no other. See her 6th Article. But 
* as ſhe is a national Church, ſhe ſubmits (as all 
K national Churches ought, and are commanded 
5 | ſo to do) to the municipal Laws of the Land; 
- in all Things, I mean, that are not contrary 
* to the Laws of God, In Temporals, ſhe is 
wy ſubjelt to the higher Powers; k ſubmitting to 
H 9 the King as ſupreme, and to the Magiſtrates 
1 4 as unto them that are ſent by him; but in Si- 
# 1 ritual Things ſhe is ſubject to God alone. 
78 NF 5. In a Word ; Does the Catholick Church hold 
b. the Form of ſound Words contain'd in the Apoſtles 
23 ® Creed, as the neceſſary Articles of Faith? So doth 
„„ de Church of England. Doth ſhe hold the Ten 


66 A ” Commandments of Cod as the Rule of Practice? So 
daoth the Church of England. Doth ſhe give us 
8 4 | the Prayer of our Lord as the Pattern and Be orm of 
ar- F Ours? So doth the Church of England. Doth ſhe 
3 v John xvii, 36. Rom. xiji. 1, K 1 Pet. ii, 13, 14. 
teach 
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L391] | 
teach and adminiſter the two Sacraments, of Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper, which Chriſt ordain'd 


in his Church? So doth the Church of Evens. 


See her 25th Article, 


In ſhort, whatever Marks add Tokens we find 


in the Primitive and Original Frame of the Catbo- 
lick Church, as founded by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


and diſtinguiſhed from all other Communities or 


Societies of Men; theſe we find likewiſe in the 
Church of England; ſhe alſo being ! built upon the 


Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Faſus Chriſt 


himſelf being the chief Corner-ſtone, So that we 
may fately conclude, ſhe is a ſound and genuine 
Member of the Church Catholick, and therefore a 


true Church of Chriſt. 


Tim. But, beſides the above: menticutd Marks, 
wherein this national Church of ours agrees with 
the Holy Catholick Church, you ſay there are 
other Marks and Characters more obvious and ap- 


parent to the Eyes of the World, as ſhe is a Viſible 


Church, wherein alſo ſhe agrees in her Outward 
and Viſible Form with the Church Univerſal. Pray, 


what are they ? 


Peatro. That the Church militant upon Earth is 
partly viſible, and partly inviſible, we have indeed 


obſerved before, as a Property of her Nature : The 


ſame is ſignified to us in the very Article of our 
Creed, [the Holy Catholick Church, the Communion 
_ of Saints ;] which making but one Clauſe or Article 
of our Faith, does plainly teach us, that, as Ca- 


tholick, ſhe muſt neceſſarily be vi/ible to all that 


have Eyes to ſee; but as a Communion of SAINTS, 
ſhe is inviſible to Men, and ſeen and known to 


God alone. This St. Paul means, when he ſaith, 
that ſhe has this Seal, ® The Lord knoweth them 1541 
are 155 God alone being the Searcher of Hearts, 


and 
1 Eph. ii. 20. m 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


(Tr) 
and the King of Saints. This might be illuſtrated 
by the Nature of the Human Frame (to which the 


Church is compared) which is a Compound of Body 


and Soul; by the Scripture alſo, which we are 


told, has a Letter and a Spirit; by a Temple like- 


wiſe, which has an outward Structure, and the 
Deity reſiding within; and by the Nature of the 
Sacraments, which have an outward and viſible 
Sign, with an inward and Spiritual Grace : Not 
to mention again the very Nature of her holy 


Founder Feſus Chriſt, who, conſiſting of two Na- 


tures, was viſible in the Fleſh, but, with reſpe& 
to his Divinity, 20 Man hath ſeen or can ſce; 
beſides the remarkable Analogy there is between 
the Works of Grace and Nature, on the Simili- 
tude of which the Parables of our Lord are gene- 
rally founded. This is more than ſufficient to prove 


the Viſibility and Inviſibility of the Church. But it 


is not enough conſidered! _ 85 


That God deſign'd ſhe ſhould be viſible, ap- 


pears plainly by the Types and Deſcriptions of her 
in Scripture : Not only the Ark, the Tabernacle in 
the Wilderneſs, the Temple of Solomon, were all 
viſible Types and Figures of Chriſt's Church ; but 


ſhe is compared to a great Mountain; to an Houſe 


eſt avliſhed on the Top of the Mountains, which all Na- 
tions ſhould flow unto; and, by our Lord, to a 
o City ſet upon a Hill, which cannot be hid; to a 
p Golden Candleſtick, yea to a“ Candle ſet (not under 


2 Baſhel, but) on a Candleſtick, to give Light unto all 


that are in the Houſe, Fey 
Now, as all Marks of the Church Viſible muſt needs 


be external, the Firſt Mark, well ſay, is, that Out- 


ward Prof:ſſion ſhe makes that ſbe is the Church of 
Chriſt. But this, perhaps, you will tell me, 
Many ſpurious and falſe Churches profeſs to be; 
That each pretends to be the true Church; but 
" Iſaiah ii. 2, o Matt. v. 14. PRev, i. 20. 4 Matt. v. 15. 

| 2 > too 
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ne many of them are no better than Syna- 
gogues of Satan.“ J muſt anſwer, Your Obs 
jection is juſt; and therefore all that make ſuch 
Profeſſion, ought to be tried by the foregoing 


Marks and Characters; namely, their Foundation, 


their Manner of Admiſſion, their Charter of Incor- 
poration, their Laws and Statutes, as well as their 
Principles and Dodctcines: All theſe muſt be well 
ſearch*d into and examined. If theſe, or any of 
thele things be lacking, they are no Cher at 
leaſt no ſound Churches of Chriſt ; but where they 
are all found, there is no room for Doubt. | 
2. The Outward Conformity of Life and Conver- 
ſation 10 ſo holy a Profeſſion. But, This, again, 
„% Mark; many of thoſe, who not only proleſs 
Chriſt before Men, and hold the fame Faith 
„ who were ſcal'd with the ſame Baptiſm, incor- 
© porated by the ſame Charter, and acknowlege 
the ſame Laws; do yet deny all, by their Prac- 
« tice, and lead very ungodly and unchriſtian 
Lives: Whereas, on the other hand, many 
„ who have none of theſe Marks to ſhew, are very 
% moral and ſerious Men.” With Sorrow I mult 
grant you, that this is too true: But till, as we 
are in quelt, not now of good Men, but of che true 
Chunch, we muſt here make a Diſtinction, be- 
tween the Lives of Profeſſors, and the Principles 
they profeſs. The bad Lives of Churchmen, or 
of any particular Men, muſt not be admitted as 
an Argument againſt the Truths they hold. St. 
Paul F lows, that there are ſuch Men, as hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, Their Unrighteouſheſs 
then does not invalidate the Truth: It is, indeed, 
againſt the Truth, but cannot deſtroy it. Truth, 
like the Light, is its own beſt Evidence : Ir is not 
therefore to be falſified by the Errors of thoſe, wha 
1 profeſs 


0 


7 Rom. i. 14. 


40 15 'Il ſay, Is more uncertain than the former 
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2 profeſs it; nor is Error to be juſtified for its plau- 
2 Eble Appearance. To judge from the, Ule or 


Abuſe of things, proves nothing but our own Fal- 
libility : Wherefore, permit me to give you this 
| Caution, that, in making the Compariſon between 
; our Church and the Primitive, or between the 
Church of England, and other Churches or People 
who call themſelves Chriſtian, you ought to take 
her as ſhe is in herſelf, and in her own pure and 


native State; excluding, on one hand, the bad 
Lives of any of her Members; and, on the other, 
the unſound or unſettled Notions and Doctrines of 
ſome of her Teachers and Writers. Draw the Pa- 
rallel, and make your Eſtimate, from none but 


a Herſelf, and her own authentick Records; I mean 
6 thoſe Writings and Books, which ſhe ber/elf has 
publiſhed, and put into our Hands, Now theſe 
a are the Scriptures, as Tranſlated by ber; her Liturgy 
2 her Thirty-nine Articles of Religion; the Book of 


g Homilies; her Form of making, ordaining and conſe- 

1 crating of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons; and her 
/ Canons. Theſe are properly her Books, and here 

y © you are tc look for her Doctrines and Principles; 
e 


and, more particularly, for thoſe Marks of Agree- 

ment between her and the Catholick Church. And 

2 where you fee any of her Members live by theſe 
Rules (and ſurely you muſt know ſome that do), 
„ = thele are they, that bear Teſtimony to the Truth 

r and Soundneſs of her Principles. To conclude . 
s BW then, Her Principles and holy Doctrines, ſo pro- 

t.. 8 dguctive of a holy Life; and a holy Life, ſo founded 
e upon her Principles, is the Second external Mark. I 
ſ's © had to lay before you; and this * you will do well 
Il, Vat you take heed to, as unto 4 Light that ſhineth in 
1 dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star 
ot ere in your Heart, We are, indeed, too much ſur- 
a Founded with Darkneſs, and our burning and 
C | ſhining 


72 fet. i. 19. 


(14 ] 
ſhining Lights but few: But I muſt tell you, They 
are the only true Conformiſts to the Church of Eng- 
land; follow them, and you will find the true Church, 
So we are to underſtand the 7th and <th Verſes of 
the 1ſt Chapter of Canjicles *. 
3. I ſhall add but one Mark more of the 7; ible 
Church, and that is, her External Government. 
This is the moſt conſpicuous and viſible of any; 
but ſuch is the Untowardneſs of ſome Men, that no 
Mark is more conteſted and gainſaid ac than 
this. That there ſhould be a Government in the 
Church, is agreed and allowed by all ;—-but the 
Queſtion is, In whoſe Hands, it is, or eught to be 
lodged. Some fay, it is veſted in their Ruling 
Elders; others, in the Teacher of every private 
Congregation independently of any other viſible _* 
Governors: But we of the Church of England, fay, 
the Governing Power is veſted in the Fpi/copat:, that 3 
is, in the Biſbops (as a diſtin& Order, ſuccc eding to 
the Order of Apoſtles) and the Clergy as Officers 
under them, in their ſeveral ſubordinate Stations 
and Orders. I ſhall not here enter into the Diſpute 
{becauſe I think it a needleſs one), Whether 7his 
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Form of Church Government be of Divine Right, 
or not: We indeed, for very good Rea ſons, be- 

"1 | lieve it ſo to be; but our Aube ie deny it. But 
whether it be of Divine Right or not, they cannot 
an pretend to ſay it is not the legal and eſtabliſb'd Go- 
1 vernment of the Church, in this Nation, and there- 
Ml fore, at leaft, a Civil Right. If the Church, as a 
[: viſible Society, muſt have ſome Government, and 


conſequently ſome Governors; or Perſons to ad- 
miniſter that Government; and the Laws of the 
Land (as well as of the Church) have determined, 
Mho theſe ſhall be; is not that ſufficient to dJeelde 
the Queſtion, and to ſatisfy any reaſonable Man? 
rn then (but not granting) that Epiſcopacy 
is 
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? See St. Auguſtine to Petilian, on this Paſſage, ch. xvi. p. 152. 
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is no more than a Civil Inſtitution, all the Subjects 


of England are obliged to ſubmit thereto, having 


nothing to do, where the Law has decided in the 
Caſe, to inquire which Form is bet, but which is 


Aut borized; and are therefore to ſubmit, and not 


to diſpute: Eſpecially conſidering, that although 


Government itſelf be of Divine Inſtitution, yet the 
External Form, whatever it be, whether Epiſcopacy 


or Preſbytery, cannot properly be reckoned among 
the Eſſentials or Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, We 


think it indeed neceſſary, to the Preſervation, good 


Ocder, and Well-being of the Church, but we look 


not upon it to be of abſolute Neceſſity to its Eſſence 


or Being, A Church there was in the World be- 
fore Epiſcopacy, and will be ſo to the End of it, 
whether there be Biſhops or no.—Now, this I ſay 
(and St. Auguſiin, tho' himſelf a Biſhop, ſays the 
ſame ), to take off the Edge of the mighty Ob- 


jection againſt the preſent Government, and eſta- 


bliſh'd Settlement of our Church; and to ſhew, 

that the Separation on this Account, is ground leſs, 
v ea, inexcuſably ſinful, becauſe a dreadful Rent 
is hereby made in the Unity of the Body of Chriſt 
(which is one of the moſt mortal Sins), for the ſake 

of a Point, which, in itſelf, is confeſſed and allowed 
to be indifferent, For, ſuppoſe we grant, that it 
is not poſitively commanded in the Goſpel, /*tis cer- 
tain, nor do they pretend to ſay otherwiſe, it is no- 
where abſolutely forbidden. And where a Matter 


is left open and undetermined by the Laws of God, 


there the Laws of Man have an undoubted Right 
to determine, and to bind us to Obedience: For ſo 
the Law of God expreſly commands, Submit your 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake ; 
and again, Let all Things be done decently and ac- 

| Ty cording 
Sine Epiſcopaty vel Clericatu falvi efſe poſſumus, ſine Chri- 
Rtiana vero Religione non poſſumus. Contra Creſcon. lib. ii. c. 11. 
VI Pet. ii 13, * 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 
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all, that ber Governors in Spiritual Things, are the 


eſſential, that is, affects not the Nature or very _ 


from the Catholick Church (for ſhe is the Mother 
of us all), it ought no more to breed Diſſention or 
Diſp utes, than the different Faces or Modes, which 
appear in the Children of the ſame Parent. We 
may ſay of them, and of our own Church, that 
they are Siſters; alike, tho nat the man As the 


thoroughly ſatisfied, That the exteriial Polity and 


the Laws and Government of England. And yet 


munion and Authority. Thro* Prejudice, or a 


1161 
tording to Order, ſnale Teiv] i. e. According to 
ſuch Ordinance and Laws of thoſe Men, to whom 
God hath committed the Rule and Authority over 
us. Now none can be ignorant, what Form of 
Chureb Government is ſettled in this Nation, and 


what Order of Men is appointed to adminiſter the 
ſame in this Church of England. It is evident to 


Biſbops and ibe Clergy. In other national Churches, 
their Form of Government may perhaps differ 
ſomewhat from ours; but if that Difference be not 


Being of a Church, which all true Churches derive 


Foet ſpeaks, 


ä Facies non omnibus ana, hy 
Nec diver/a tamen, qualem decet efe fororum, F 


| Altho' no Two appear exact the ſame, 
None differ more than Siſters well became. 5 


We may conclude then, and, I hope, yeu are 


Frame of our Church, is not only a plain and moſt 
evident Mark, by which we may find her; but 9 
that ſhe, and ſhe only, having a Legal Eſtabliſu - 
ment in this Nation, is intitled to the Homage, 
Subjection, and Obedience of all that live under 


you cannot but obſerve the unaccountable aud pre- 4 
poſterous Behaviour of thoſe, who reject her Com- 


wilful Ignorance, they overlook the true Mate 
; 14.100 
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and thoſe vi/ible Evidences of the Church, which 


1 have been ſetting before youz yea, they ſeem to 


take Pains to blind Peoples Eyes and their own, 
that they may not ſee them; and call us off to 
thoſe Signs and Tokens, which ate abſolutely in- 
vifible, and therefore not only moſt uncertain, but 
impoſſible to be ſeen, For ſuch are all thoſe Marks 
they ſo confidently recommend, of Faith and A,. 


ſurance, Predęſtination and Election, internal Senſa- 


tions and ſecret Impulſes of the Spirit, Perfection and 
final Perſeverance , which are mere Opinions only, 


and may, or may not, be held with Innocence, ſo 


we break not the Peace and Unity of the Church, 


and common Charity. But theſe being the Argu- 


ments, which you ſay have been urged to ſeduce 


'* you from the Communion of the Church, I come 
> now to conſider thoſe Points, if you have nothing 


to object to what has been ſaid. 
Tim. Sir, I muſt own, what you have ſaid car- 


tries ſo ſtrong an Appearance of Truth, that ro 
> ObjeRton occurs at preſent, And I will not deny, 
but that I have paid too little regard to theſe di- 


ſtinguiſhing Marks and Principles of the Church of 
England, having never ſtudied or conſidered them 
before in the manner you ſeem to recommend; 
for which Reaſon have but a ſuperficial Knowlege 
of them; and am now convinced this is the true 
Cauſe why I have bcen too eaſily ſhaken, and ſo 


ready to give up the Cauſe of our poor Church. 
But as you have ſpoken in too general Terms, I 


muſt intreat you to be fomewhat more particular. 
Howbeit, to ſhorten your Trouble, I ſhall only 


ü ® requeſt you a little more fully to explain to me one 
Point, which you call the Charter of the Church, 
that is, the Baptiſmal Vow, or Second Covenant, 


which we enter into in our Baptiſm ; becauſe, I 


1 | confeſs, it has been my Unhappineſs to meer with 


little or no Inſtruction herein, either from Books, 
' D "or 


l 18-] 
or the Sermons I hear, ſo as rightly to underſtand 
the Nature and Obligations of it, -And if this be 
made to appear ſo eſſential as you ſay, to our 
Union and Communion with Chriſt and his Church, 
1 ſhall eaſily apprehend the Neceſlity of continuing 
in that holy Fellowſhip ; and the Danger my Soul 
mult incur by for/aking it, and falling into the 
Sin of Schiſm; which, in that caſe, can be, in 
eff. ct, no [eſs than Apoſtaſy from the Church, and 
forteiting all the Benefits and Privileges of our ba 
Charter. 25 
Patro. I will endeavour, by God's Bleſſing, to 
give you as clear and full an Anſwer as I can, con- 
 fiſtently with our intended Brevity. But, in the 
firſt Place, permit me to aſk a Queſtion or two, 
as 1 Kea a, to the Subject we are upon. 

Do you believe Original Sin? that is, Have 

_ ſo conſidered the general State of Guilt and 
Corruption, which all Mankind fell into by the 
Breach of the Firſt Covenant, as to believe, that 
you were conceived and born in Sin; and there- 
tore ſtand in need of a Second; that is, of a Re- 
concilement to God, upon new Terms? 
Tim, Yes: The Scriptures lay, and | therefore 
believe it, That we are all born 1n Sin, and, by 
Nature, the Children of Wrath: Our firſt Parents, | 
by tranſgreſſing the Divine Law, which was a 
Law of Perfection, and unſinning Obedience, for- 
feited, both for themſelves, and their Poſterity, the 
Grace and Holy Spirit of God; and thereby lapſing 
not only into a State of Nature, but of Rebellion 
and Guilt (the Penalty whereof was Death), it be- 
came impoſſible for us to make a ſufficient Atone- 
ment to Divine Juſtice for our Default; much leſs, 
by our own Strength, to recover what, in our beſt 
Eſtate, we had not been able to keep; and be re- 
ſtored to that Innocence we had loſt, and the con- 


ſequent Favour of Almighty God; and therefore 
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19 
ſtood in abſolute need of coming to new Terms with 
our offended Sovereign, and conlequentiy of an 
Advocate in Heaven to mediate a Reconcilement, 
and obtain an Act of Grace, on ſuch Terms as 
ſhould be acceptable to God; and this, I preſume, 
you mean by the Second Covenant. 

Patro. You have anſwered right. And it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that from this natural Impotence 
of Man, to retrieve the Lofs he had ſuſtain'd by 
his Fall, and to expiate the Guilt he had contracted 
by Sin, flow'd the Neceſſity of a Mediator; One, 
who was both willing and able to ſatisfy Divine 
Juſtice for the Offence committed, and procure 


again the Holy Spirit, to enable us to perform our 


Duty for the future; in ſuch a manner, at leaſt, as 


-* our preſent imperfect Condition was capable of; 
and which would be accepted of God, not now for 


our own Works or Merits, but for the Sake and 


Z Merits of Chriſt. Now this Treaty of Peace and 
Reconcilement between God and Man was founded, 

= as all Treaties are, on certain Conditions. Firſt, 

we are to conceive, that, the Divine Omniſcience 
foreſeeing the Fall of Man, the Son of God, as 
the Perſon not immediately offended againſt, inter- 
cedes for him ; then undertakes the Office of Me- 
diator and Advocate; and promiſes, in due time, 
do take upon him the Nature of Man, and die in 
dis ſtead; fo pay the Debt, and make Atonement. 
for his Sin, This was the Condition, on Chriſt's 


Part, in behalf of loſt Mankind; and the Effect 


ol it (which in Scripture-Language is uſually call'd 
FJiuſtiſication) immediately took place in the purpoſe 
of God and his Good- will towards Man, even be- 
1 fore the Creation of the World; for which Reaſon, 


Chriſt is called 7 the Lamb ſlain from the Founda- 
tion of the World: And again, * that God bath choſen 


us in him before the Foundation of the World : And 


2 again 
Rev. xiii. 8. Eph. i. 4. | 
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„„ 
again more 175 God hath ſaved us, and called 
oly Calling, not according to cur Works, 


eas given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began, 
The Condition, on the Part of God the Father, 
was this; that he would reſtore to Man, thus juſti- 


fied by the Sufferings and all- ſufficient Sacriace of 
the Death of Chriſt, the Gift of his Holy Spirit, 
as the Earneſt-of the purchaſed Inheritance, and 


Pledge of his Love and gracious Favour; for which 


Reaſon, the Holy Ghoſt is call'd, * tbe Promiſe of 


the Father, This, I ſay, and with humble Reve- 
rence I ſpeak it, was the Engagement between God 


and Chriſt; and, according to the Divine Economy. 
with reſpect to fallen Man, is the Foundation of 
what we call the Second Covenant. This Heavenly 


Treaty, this Divine Decree, ſo agreed to, ſo fore- 
ordain'd even beſore the World began, yea, from 
Eternity, by which God purpoſed to bring to 


Salvation all that ſhould believe in Chriſt, and 


take hold of this Covenant (which, by the way, 


is the true Senſe and Meaning of the Scriptural Pre- 
_ deſtination), our Lord, who is the Mediator of it, 
came in the Fulneſs of Time, to reveal, and preach 


the glad an af Salvation to all Mankind; 
firſt in his own Perſon, then by his Apoſtles, and 


ſtill by his Miniſters, as the only Expedient for 


delivering us from the Wrath to come, All, there- 


fore, that would be ſaved, are required to take 
hold of, and enter into this Covenant; this better 
Covenant, as it may well be called with reſpect ta 


Man, becauſe founded an better and more practi- 


cable Terms; not now of Works, or a perfect and 
ſinleſs Obedience), which is become impoſſible, in our 
prevent imperfect State), but of hag e and 


Faith, and our ſincere Endeavours: betler, not as 


it diſannuls the fir Covenant, but as a dne 4 
ax 


by 2 Tim. i. 9. d Acts 1. 4- 


1 
1 


* 
"Rt 
> * We 
W's 
55 
* r. 
& 
0 
* 
8 
: = 2 
455 
9 8 
x 
70 
35 78 
8 
*. 
> 
"Yo C 
3 
"P 
gt 
5 
* 


OS 


[21] 


Law or Inſtrument ſuperadded thereto. For, certain 
it is, that the Firſt ſtands ſtil] in Force againſt all that 
accept not the Benefits, or neglect to comply with 


the Terms and Conditions, of the Second. Chriſt, 


then, as Mediator of this better Covenant, having 
procured it by his Interceſſion with God the Father, 
deſcended from Heaven, and took on him our Na- 
ture, in order to mediate alſo with Man ; not only 


promulging this divine Act of Grace, but inviting, 


yea, beſeeching, us to be reconciled to God; yea, 
that he might remove all Impediment on the Part 
of God, he laid down his own Life to propitiate 
the divine Juſtice; and to the end he might obviate 


all Pretence of Difficulty on the Part of Man, he 


not only inſtructed us in the whole Will of God, 


but gives the Holy Spirit to all that accede to this 


Treaty of Peace, to ehable them to perform it. 
And this the bleſſed Spirit doth, by enlightning 
our Underſtanding, rectify ing our Will, and aſſiſt- 


ing our Endeavours. Yea, we may add, That 


Chriſt, by uniting the two Natures, the Human and 
Divine, in his own Perſon, hath not only given us 


# a Specimen or Repreſentation of our Re- union and 


Reconcilement to God, but an undoubted Evidence 


and Proof of the divine Favour, to encourage our 


Hope, and ſtrengthen our Faith, that we are, or 
may be, ſo Re-united and ſo Reconciled, on the 


| Terms of this Covenant which he propoſes to us, 


if it be not our own Fault. To confirm it ſtill the 
more, he inſtituted the Sacrament of Baptiſm, as 
a viſible Pledge to aſſure us thereof; as well as to 
be an Inſtrument, firſt, to cleanſe us from the Guilt 
of Original Sin, and thereby fic us for the Recep- 


14 tion of the Holy Spirit, and Admiſſion into his 


myſtical Body the Church; next, to convey and 
{cal to us the Privileges and Benefits of the Cove- 
nant he hath obtain'd for us. So that by this Laver, 

IT this 
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this © Fountain tobich be bath opened for Sin and Un- 
cleanneſs, the Believer, on his Vow to renounce the 
World, the Fleſh,and'the Devil (that is, Repentance), 
is waſhed, made a Member of Chrift, and 'recon- 
ciled to God; on the Profeſſion of his Faith in 
Chriſt, and his Union with him, he is Adopted, 

yea, Regenerated, and becomes the Child of God ; 


on his Promiſe to love and ſerve God by a fincere 
Obedience, he is ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he then receives, and qualified to be an In- 


heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. This, doubt- 


leſs, St. Paul had an Eye to, when he ſaid to his 
Corinthian Converts who had / Believed, fo Re- 


pented of their former Sins, and enter'd into this 
holy Covenant; * Such were ſome of You ; but ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſandtiſied, but ye are juſtified in 


the Name of the Lord Jes, and by the Spirit of our 


God, 


Thus have I given you the Sum ard Subſtance 
of that glorious Covenant, which Chriſt firſt ob- 
tain'd of the Father on our behalf; which he hach 


executed in his own Perſon ; which he propounds 


and offers to Man in his Goſpel, as the only Means 
and Condition of Pardon and Salvation; which he 


made with Adam immediately after his Fall; and, 
in him, tender'd it to all Mankind who ſhould be 
| willing to receive it. 


Nm. But, How are we ſure, like the Church of 
England, and her Members, are included in this 


Covenant, and intitled to the divine Privileges we 


have been ſpeaking of? 

Patro. There can be no Reaſon to doubt of this, 
if you conſult, and attentively conſider, what I 
have call'd ber own Writings, and particularly the 
Summary of her Principles, in her ſhort, but ex- 
cellent S 1 which is therefore excellen!, be- 


ech. wii. i. er. i. 11. 
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cauſe it contains nothing but the undoubted Eſen- 
tials, and moſt acknowleged Fundamentals of the 
Chriſtian Religion. The very firſt Principle ſhe 
there begins with, as the Foundation of her Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and conſequently of her Unity with the 
Catholic, i. e. the whole Chriſtian Church, is that 
very Covenant of Grace, which, as we have ſaid, 
contains the Terms and Conditions of our Peace 
and Reconciliation with God; and this you will 
_ eaſily obſerve, by comparing it with what I have 
ſaid. The Inſtrument likewiſe, whereby this Co- 


venant is made and ſeal'd, is the ſame in our Church, 


as in the Catholick, namely, Baptiſm. But as there 
muſt, in the very Nature of all Covenants, be 
Two Contracting Parties; ſo it is in our Baptiſmal 
Covenant; God is one of the Parties, the Perſon 


1 to be baptized is the other. But whereas God, 


altho' preſent, is inviſible; and whereas the Child, 
tho* preſent and viſible, is yet unable to anſwer 
for itſelf, and to declare its A ſſent to, and Accept- 
ance of, the Sacred Covenant; what Proviſion has 
the Church made in that Caſe, that it may be 


| F legally Executed, Perfected, and Confirm'd? Why, 


the Mediator (our Ble ſſed Lord and Saviour) has 
made a wiſe and ſufficient Proviſion for a due Exe- 
cution of the Heavenly Deed, that it may be bind- 
ing and effectual on both Sides ( For he is not a 
Mediator of One): He, by virtue of his Office, and 
tie Power committed to him by the Father, as 
mediating for God, has appointed and ordained 
an Order of Men in his Church, to whom he hath 
committed the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, Theſe 
he deputes as Subſtitutes and Repreſentatives to us 

in Gop's Name: and by virtue of this Commiſſion, 
the Miniſter tenders the Covenant of Peace, on the 
ſtipulated Terms of Repentance, Faith, and Obe- 
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qience. [See the Office of Baptiſm, and the Inter- 
rogatories there put to the Candidate.] Then, on 
the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, made to thoſe Inter- 
rogatories, he proceeds to execute the Sacred Deed 
of Incorporation, by the inſtituted Sign of Water 
and the Word; and at the ſame time declares his 
Commiſſion, ſaying, I BAPTIZE thee IN THE 
Name, &c. Then Signs the gracious Act with 
an Authoritative AMEN (which by the way is 
to be pronounced by the Miniſter, tho* not fo gene- 
rally underſtood, rather than by the Clerk). And, 
laſtly, he ſeals it with the Seal of Chriſt, by making 
the ſalutary Sign of the CRoss on the Forehead of 
the Child. Thus, I fay, the Covenant, on God's 
Part, is Perfected, Sign'd and Seal'd, by the 
Miniſter of Chriſt, whom he has ſpecially ap- 


inted and authorized ro officiate in his ſtead. © 


As to the Child, who is the other Party, bur, 

through a natural Incapacity, and by reaſon of 
its tender Age, is unable to declare its Af- 
ſent, or make the proper Reſponſes, and accept 
the Terms required (which is an Act eſſentially 
neceflary to the Form and Validity of the Cove 
nant propofed and exhibited); the Church in this 
Caſe, in her great Wiſdom and Care, provides 
that proper Perſons ſhall appear and anſwer for it: 
Theſe ſhe calls Godfathers and Godmothers, as they 
are Inſtruments of and with God, and ſo ſpiritual 
Parents, in the great Work of Regeneration and 
new Birth: She calls them alſo Witneſſes, as they 
are Evidences to the Covenant made; Sureties alſo 
and Sponſors, not only as they engage for the Child's 
Inſtruction in the Nature and Obligations of the 
folemn Vow and Covenant, which the Infant makes 
by them; but more eſpecially they are its Repre- 
ſentatives in acceding thereto, and executing its 
Part. And ſeeing the Engagement is 7eciprocal, 
and both Parties are obliged go execute, and _ 
nem. 
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themſelves to the Terms reſpectively covenanted, 


is it not equally reaſonable and fit, that the Child 
ſhould be admitted to act by his Repreſentatives, 
for the Reaſon above-mention'd, as that God is 
pleaſed to act by bis? This I ſay, to obviate that 
trifling Objection againſt the Uſe of Godfathers and 
Godmothers. And now I hope I have, in ſome mea- 
ſure, explain'd to you the Nature and Neceſlity of 
the Baptiſmal Covenant, which I call'd the Char- 
ter of our Salvation; and that from hence you will 


= draw this Concluſion, that you ſafely may, and in 
= Conſcience ought to continue in Communion and 
"2X Fellowſhip with the Church of England, as a truly 

Catholick, truly Chriſtian Church. 7 EE 


And thus having ſecured our Foundation, I pre- 
ſume you will call upon me to clear ſome of her Do- 


\ Arines from the Objections, which are made thereto 


by our Methodiſts, and which you tell me have fo 
much ſtagger'd you. Pray, What is your Firſt? 
Tim. The Doctrine of Regeneration and the New 


Patro. Pray, What do they tell you is to be un- 


3 derſtood by Regeneration and the New Birth ? 


Tim. A thorough, hearty, and ſerious Refor- 
mation of Life and Manners; a Converſion to 


Hod; a feeling Senſe and internal Conviction of 


God's Spirit, bearing Witneſs with our Spirit, that 


ve are the Children of God: and a great deal 


more to the ſame Purpoſe; which they endeavour 


Jl to exemplify, and boaſt of, in the Converſion of 


great Numbers. 


Pairo, Theſe are plauſible Topicks, and, if rightly 


® underſtood and properly applied, might be of 


great Service to the Chriſtian Religion: But in the 


manner they are urged by theſe unſkilful Teachers, 


they do a great deal of Miſchief to the Peace of 
the Church, and the Souls of poor ignorant Peo- 
ple. But are not theſe good things, according tg 
| their 
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well as with them? And may we not alſo ſay, Are 


Religion proceed from miſtaking or miſapplying 
the as uſed by the Church in the Syſtems of 
Theology. It is not enough conſidered, That the 
Chriſtian Religion is a Science, as well as a matter 


Truth. Now rightly to learn and user chis 
neceſſary, before we can effectually apply ourſelves to 
Religion, beſore we can perform what it injoins. 
Now all Arts and Sciences have their Technical 


is the firſt Buſineſs of every Learner; becauſe, 
without this Knowlege in every Art and Science, 


„% A we. 7 — w P ——:„%ẽ ⁰ —E•i. „„ 
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their trus Meaning, to be found in the Church as 


they Hebrews ? So are we. Are they Hraelites? So. 
are we. But they miſapply the Term of Regone-. 
ration, as they do almoſt all the other Terms in 
Divinity. And hence ariſe their Miſtakes; as, 
indeed, almoſt all the Errors and Contentions about 


RP 7 
_— 


of Duty. Hence the Apoſtles ſo often ſtyle it, our 9 
Calling, our Vocation, a Profeſſion, and the Way. f q 


heavenly Calling and Profeſſion, is the firſt Thing A 
the practic Part or Duties of it. That is, we-muſt 
ſtudy and be well inſtructed in the Science of our 


and proper Terms: To know and underſtand 7beſe, 


tis impoſſible to avoid Confuſion z much leſs can 
any Perſon be capable of teaching Others, who 

knows not the Diſtinction between one Term and 
another; or who miſtakes or miſcals one by the 

Name of another. 

This egregious Blunder (as we ſhould eſteem it 

in every Secular Profeſſion or Science) is the main 

Cauſe of this Contention, and thoſe vain Janglings, 
which the Methodiſts have raifed againſt the Church, 

about Regeneration, &c, Sheevidently andearneſtly 

preſſes the Neceſſity of Regeneration, but it is ac- 

cording to the /rue and genuine Senſe of the Do- 

ctrine; that is to ſay, as it is the Effect and imme- 

diate Conſequence of lawful Baptiſm; and there- 

rs: ſhe- preaches it oy: to- thoſe who- are 2 1 

tixed. 


[27] 
tired. And herein ſhe perfectly agrees with the 
Scriptures, and the Writings of the Primitive 
Church; as is obvious to all that read them with 
any Attention. Hence the Apoſtle calls Baptiſm 
the Laver of Regeneration ; and where-ever the Word 
Regenerate occurs in any of the Fathers, it conſtantly 
imports a Perſon Baptized : But it is never uſed to 
fignify a Perſon Converted, or reformed from a bad 
Life, or any Habits of Sin.— Tis evident, the 


Church, in her Office of Baptiſm, and other Places, 
applies the Term to Infants: And can it be ſuppoſed 
that Infants have been guilty of any actual Sin or 


XX Immoralicies, before they are Baptized, of which 
they are bound co Repent and be Reform'd? It muſt 
needs then be very abfurd and irrational to ſuppoſe 
that Regeneration and Converſion mean the ſame 


XZ thing. To be Regenerated and Born again implies 
IF 46Gtate, not a Duty; is a Gift and Privilege of God 
X annexed to Chriftian Baptiſm, and not properly an 
Act of Ours, any more than our Natural Birth. 


As Children by Nature, and as Children of Grace, 
we concur to either State, in our Infancy, not 
X77 4:vely bur paſſively. Tis a Bleſſing we receive, 
not a Duty we perform, nor indeed is it in our 
2X8 Power to perform; and therefore cannot be an Act 
of Duty. We can no more contribute to our Se- 
2 cond and Spiritual Birth in our Infancy, than we can 
naturally Beget our ſelves, and bring our ſelves into 
the World. The very Words of Chriſt, on which 
the Doctrine of Regeneration is founded, imply 
this very plainly; eſpecially if we render the 
Words, not Born again, but, as they well may be, 


n | 
Born from above, for ſo the Word &rwSyey does 


properly fignify ; and is. certainly fo uſed in the 
= fame Chap. ver. 21. | | 

Nov, when a Man is thus torn of Water and the 
HBoh Gboſt, that is, Begotten and Born of God it: 
8 Chriſtian Baptiſm, he is certainly born for his 
— — E 2 Whole 


[28] 
whole Term. It is as abſurd. to imagine he can 
have another Spiritual Birth, after he is once enter'd 
into the Church, as it would be to ſay, we muſt 
enter into our Mother's Womb again, and be born 
of our Parents a /econd Time, Herein Nature and 
Grace bear a perfect Analogy the one to the other, 
as indeed they do in many other Inſtances, as is 
very evident by our Saviour's Parables, which are 
all founded on the Similitude there lies between 
Natural and Spiritual Things. If, then, it be an Inſult 
upon common Senſe, to ſay a Man may be born again 
of his natural Parent, *tis certainly no leſs abſurd 
to maintain, that we are, or can be, born again of 
our Spiritual Mother the Church, after we have 
been once regenerated and born anew in Baptiſm. 
And what puts the matter out of all Diſpute, is, 
that Mater, in Conjunction with the Holy Spirit, is 
made One of the Requiſites of the New Birth. 
And thus having proved the Abuſe and Impro- 
priety of the Doctrine of Regeneration, as taught 
by Calviniſtical Divines, and by our poor deluded 
Methodiſts, who follow them, and uſe their Lan- 
guage, not their Mother Tongue, the Language 
of the Church; I hope you are convinced, that their 
Objection againſt the Church of England, on this 
Head, is groundleſs and falſe, ariſing from a miſ- 
taken Senſe of the Term, and therefore from Igno- 
rance, and not from Reaſon. I know ſome of her 
own Doctors have run into the ſame Miſtake in 
their Writings and Sermons; but I appeal from 
them to her own Records, for the Senſe and 
Meaning, in which ſhe takes the Doctrine of Re- 
generation, and which he, as the fitteſt Inter- 
proves of her own Meaning, recommends to her 
Members. ET. IE i FE renee 

Tim. Sir, you have convinced me, that the Ob- 
jectors Opinion is wrong in this Point; and that 
the Charge of Error lies more juſtly againſt A 
| | | wn than 


CCC 


in the Covenant, is the proper Aſſurance of Fa irn: 


WS [29] | 
than againſt our Church, — But pray what ſay 
you to that 4ſurance they ſo much boaſt of? 

Patro. Here again, like Men in the Dark, they 
miſtake one thing for another, — Aſſurance, is doubt- 
leſs, a Chriſtian Doctrine, and indeed one of the 
moſt comfortable Doctrines in Chriſtianity : But 
they do not conſider there are Two Kinds of Aſſu- 
rance; and the Error lies in Confounding the One 
with the Other. One reſpects our Preſent State; 
the other refers to our Future. The firſt is the 
Aſſurance of Faith, by which we are, and ought to 
be aſſured, that we are Chriſtians, and within the 
Covenant of Grace : T he other is ſuch an Aſſurance, 
as none can have but by Revelation, as Daniel and 
St. Paul, and ſome other holy Perſons have had, 
of the Certainty of their Salvation. And yet, this, 
tho? reveal'd to very few, and perhaps not neceſ- 
ſary nor ſafe for common Chriſtians to have, is the 
Aſſurance that theſe People boaſt ſo much of, and 
ſo confidently promiſe to their deluded Followers. 
But as to the firſt Kind of Aſſurance, which I ſay 
is neceſſary to have, look back on your Baptiſmal 
Vow ; and there you will learn all that is proper 
for a Chriſtian to be aſſured of. Vou cannot but 
obſerve, that it is, like all other Covenants, made 
up of Conditions: And if you have duly enter'd 
into it, you may be moſt certainly aſſured, that 
you are in a Sate of Salvation, becauſe you are in 
the Church; as Noah and his Children were aſſured 


of Safety, when they were in the Ark. And if you 


faithfully keep your Part of the Fromiſes then made, 


vou may be aſſured, that Gon will not fail of his 
Promiſe; which was, as we have ſaid, to Regene. 


rate and Adopt you for his Child, to admit you 
into his Church here, and hereafter to give you an 
Inheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven. Firmly 
to Believe theſe Things, as contain'd and promiſed 
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To have the Teftimony of a good Conſrience, that 


you ſincerely perform the Conditions, is as properly 
call'd by St. Paul, the Aſſurance of Hops, and by 


St. Jobn, a Confidence towards Gop. And this 1 


will be bold to ſay, is all that becomes a Chriſtian's 


Duty to be Aſſured of.— To go further than this, 
and to preſume on an infallible Certainty of Salva- 
tion, is ſo far from being a Duty, that it is rather 


a Temptation to Spiritual Pride and Preſumption; 


and therefore a Snare and Deluſion of the Enemy, 
to betray us into a fatal Security; and even to take 
us off from thoſe neceſſary Duties, which alone can 


qualify us for the Poſſeſſion of our promiſed Inhe- 


ritance. And why? Becauſe it neceſſarily implies 
a Confidence ix our own Strength, that we ſhall never 


do any thing to forfeit our Right, and fall away. 
And yet, this ſecond Kind of Afurance ſeems the 


only one theſe Men feed themſelves and their Fol- 
lowers with the Conceit of. The firſt, which is a 
firm Truſt and Reliance on Gop's Faithfulneſs, 


_ tho? of the higheſt Importance; yea, the one Thing 


needful in our preſent State; they quite overlook, 
and make no Aecount of : the other (which is no 
better than Self-ſufficiency) they tenaciouſly hold 
and contend for; yea, ſome are ſo blinded, that 


they expreſly deny * the very Covenant, by which 


alone we can be afluredly intitled to Peace with 


Go p, and the Hopes of Glory. 


Tim. I cannot but own your Diſtinction is very 
right; and that this laſt Kind of Aſſurance was the 
Thing that ſtruck my Fancy molt ; being cold, 


that, by joining with theſe People, I ſhoald attain 


to a Certainty of my Salvation. This they promiſed 
with all imaginable Confidence, and talk'd ſo much 
of the Sweetneſs they taſte in this Aſſurance, that 


T own it affected me much, and made me _ 


. 

_ - 

== 7 

= 

: _ 

2M 

1 
uncaſ _ 
. 

- 

1 
#1 
. n 


. Whitefeld 3 it  abloturely, chat any Second Covenant 
was ever made with Mankind, 
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[ 37 } 
uneaſy with my preſent Situation as to the Church; 
which I never heard give any ſuch, Encourage- 
ments, or tickle our Ears with ſuch ſoothing 
Doctrines. e | 
Patro. I am very glad you never did, and hope 
you never will, hear tuch Doctrines in the Church 
of England, The firſt that preach'd them, was the 
Serpent in Paradiſe; — Ze ſhall be as Gods, was the 
fatal Flattery that beguil'd our firſt Parents. Happy 
they were! as happy as Innocence and Paradiſe 


could make them I but Satan put it in their Head, 


there was ſtill ſomething wanting, to complete their 


XX Happineſs; that it was not enough to be as Men, 


but they muſt be as Gods. — Is not this the very 
Caſe with you? You are as yer in the Eden of Gods 
Church; you are within that Act of Grace, by 


2X which our loft Innocency is reſtored; you are aſſured, 
that if you continue herein to your Life's End, you 
ſhall then receive the Crown of Glory; but here 
comes a flattering Tongue, and tells you a fine 


Story of Perfection and indefectible Grace attainable 
in this Life, and I know not what Delights and 
Pleaſures, heavenly Sweets, and raviſhing Senſations 
and Ecſtaſies of Spirit; that is, in Effect, that you 
may gain the Prize, before you have reach*d the 
Mark. But obſerve the Condition, on which you 
are to purchaſe theſe: extraordinary Privileges. and 

Sweets: Is it not, that you ſhould: forſake the 
Church, and ſo give up your Right and Title to 
all thoſe ineſtimable Benefits, which Chriſt has en- 


2X cail'd upon her? Juſt ſo the fatal Apple was plea- 
© fant to the Eye, and good to eat; but the taſtin 

of it coſt Adam and Eve the Loſs of Paradiſe and 
Immortality. Have a care of catching at the 


Shadow, and loſing the Subſtance. 5 
I ſhall not conteſt it with em, nor deny that there 


are Sweets, inexpreſſible Sweets, which pious and 
devout Souls do ſometimes taſte and feel in the Ex- 
LR | a ereiſe 
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erciſe of Religious Duties, eſpecially in the Acts of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity. But it is a groſs De- 
ception, and comes from the Father of Lyes, to 
ſay, that theſe Sweets are not in the Church. He 
| knows the contrary, and maligns the unſpeakable 
Joy, which a good Chriſtian feels, when the Love 
of God 1s ſhed abroad in his Heart. Believe me, 
Sir, the ſincere Milk and Honey of the Goſpel, 
and all thoſe Sweetneſſes we are ſpeaking of, are 
no-where el/e to be found genuine and true, but in 
the Church: All my freſb Springs, ſays God of his 
Church, Hall be in thee. And he that knows her 
beſt, and has purchaſed her with his own Blood, 
can beſt tell us, what Sweets there are in her. See 
Cant. iv. And here, by the Way, I cannot for- 


bear owning to you, that formerly when I ſtudied 


this Song of Songs, I was ſo ſmitten with the Love 
of the Church, that I know nothing dearer, nothing 
ſweeter, in this whole World, than to know and 
be aſſured that I am a Member, of that Part of his 
Church, which he has planted in this Nation ; and 
to find, on the ſtricteſt Examination, that be is 
one of the beſt and pureſt upon Earth. Bur, as a 
farther Miſtake, pray obſerve, how theſe Practiſers, 


who ſeem to ingroſs all religious Sweetneſſes to 


themſelves, do, in fact, invert the Order and Me- 
thod, in which Chriſt has ſet them before us in the 
Goſpel. He places Mourning fr/t, and ben Com- 
fort: But theſe Men promiſe nothing but Comforts, 
and exclude Mourning z or rather, in effect, and 
too truly, leave Mourning to the laſt.— He tells us 
of Tribulation in the Worid, before we can be of 
good Chear; but they, on the contrary, call us fr/z 
to good Chear — Verily, verily, ſays Chriſt, I /ay 
unto you, that Ye. ſhall weep and lament, but the World 
Hall rejoice. On the contrary, ſay they, Ye ſhall 
rejoice, and the World ſhall] weep and Jament. — 
Ze ſpall be forrowful, ſaith Chriſt, but Your Sorrow 
* Pf, beni. E — all 
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[ 33 ] | 
Fall be turned into Joy: Ye ſhall have all Joy, and 
no Sorrow, ſay they. Now the Deſign of theſe 
Scriptures, and many other like Paſſages, is to teach 
us, that the firſt right Step in the ſpiritual Life is 
Repentance ; which, if it be ſincere, muſt and will be 


attended with Mourning, with Tears, Lamenta- 


tions, and Sorrow, And, for this Reafon, Repent- 
ance is the firſt Word of the Goſpel ; therefore John 
the Baptiſt was appointed the * Forerunner of Chriſt, 
to call to Repeniance; yea, Chriſt's Command to 
us all is, Repent, and believe the Goſpel : Firſt re- 
pent, and then believe. In like manner St. Paul 
tells us, the Order of his Doctrine was, Kepent- 
ance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
So likewiſe, in his Syſtem of the Principles of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, he firſt lays down, as a Foun- 
dation, ' Repentance from dead Works, and then, 
Faith towards God. — In Conformity to this Scheme 
of Chriſtian Apoſtolical Principles, our excellent 
Church requires of all her Candidates of Baptiſm, 
firſt, to renounce the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, that is, to repent 3 next, ſhe propounds the 
Articles of Faith, which ſhe requires ys to believe; 
and then, Obedience. By this Order ſhe ſeems to 
teach us, that, without Repentance, there can be no 
true Faith; and, without a previous Repentance, 
and true Faith, there can be no right Obedience. 
This, you ſee, is the genuine and wiſe Order of 
Chriſt and his Church. But as to theſe new Teach- 
ers, do not you. perceive how little this Order is 
obſerved by them; ho much they dwell, and con- 
tinually harangue, on Faith, and the Sweets of- Be- 
lieving ; but how ſlightly, if at all, they inſiſt on 
Repentance, and Sorrow for Sin ? Then, as to Obe- 
dence, they have cut the very Sinews of it, by de- 


nying the Neceſſity of good Works, which are the 
proper Ad, of Obedience. 8 


© Mat. iii, 1. * Mar. i. 13. Heb. i. 1. 
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as you, even all of us offend, what a monſtrous 


cerely be refents of bis Sins, ſo much the more Light 


Abominations in his 1 This will make his 
Humiliation ſtill the deeper, and bring him, with 


the holy Job, to abbor himself and 10 repent in Duſt 
| ſhews our Corruptions, and gives us ſo pungent a 
Senſe of their Turpitude, will at the ſame time let in 
and give ſtill a clearer Sight of his Love in Chriſt, 
Mercy. I ſhall now make no Heſitation to apply 


to our dear Mother the Church of England all the 
PerfteRions, which, in the Canticles, are applied to 


more united to you than ever, on ſeeing your Love 
to the Church revived : So that I cannot but apply 


[ 34 ] 


Tim. Sir, you have, by God's Bleſſing, opened 
my Eyes, to ſee the unhappy Prejudice and deplo- 
table Errors of theſe Men, and conſequently the 
Danger I have been in of forſaking the Truth. I 
now begin to ſee, not only the Neceſſity of a deep 
and unteigned Kepentance, as the firſt regular Step 
in Religion, and eſpecially for my own Sin of making 
lo light of our holy Church; but am convinced, 
that this Repentance muſt be continued throughout 
our whole Lives, becauſe * in many 7 hings we offend 
all, And if an Apoſtle include himſelf in ſuch an 
humble Confeſſion, ſaying, we offend, I as well 


Piece of Pride mult it be, in any Man whatſoever, 
to pretend to a State of „ne Perfection, while we 
carry this Body of Sin and Death about us! Yea, 1 
now ſee, the better any Man is, that is, the more /in- 


he will receive from Faith, to ſee more and more 


and Aſhes. 
But then, I truſt, that the Light of Faith, which 


upon us the Light of God's gracious Countenance, 


and the unſpeakable Riches of his Goodneſs and 


__ 
_ 
* - 


the Spouſe of —_ 
- Patro. Sir, I rejoice greatly, and find my Heart 


to you, what St. Ambroſe ſaid of the good Emperor 
Theodoſius— ** 1 love the Man, becauſe he loved 


u gt. James iii. 2. mY the 


[ 35 ] 


c the Church.“ To ſtir up your pure Mind the more 
to the Love of the Church, I recommend to your 
Peruſal the excellent Tract of St. Cyprian on the 
Unity of the Church. And I would to God that Dil- 
courſe were, at this time, made more public in our 
Mother-rongue*, and in the Hands of every Mem- 
ber of our Church; nothing being more generally 
neglected, or leſs conſidered, than the Nature and 
Neceſſity of Church Union, though one of the greateſt 
and molt valuable Bleſſings on this Side Heaven; 
and I cannot but repeat it again, that I am per- 
ſuaded, there is not, upon Earth, a more excellent, 
more pure and Orthodox Church, than that which 
by Law is eſtabl ſhed in this Nation. Take her, 
I ſay, in herſelf (as I faid before), and view her in 
her own native Beauty, ſhe will be found a glo- 
= rus Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any juch 
bing, but holy, and without Blemiſh.— Nor can 


there happen a ſorer Judgment on any of her Mem- 
bers, than to fall away from her. It is a Sign they 
never knew her, or underſtood their own Happi- 
neſs, or eternal Intereſt, who forſake her Commu- 

1 nion. Ir is, therefore, a juſt Puniſhment of God, 
do cut them off from his People, for their Contempt 
1 of ſo great a Mercy; and ſuffer them, as he did 
„ the Jews of old, to be ſcattered, and led captive, 
„ = by their Enemies, into ſtrange Lands; that is, to 


be carried away into wild Errors, and extravagant 
Deluſions, by crafty Men, who lie in wait to deceive. 
Or may we not ſay with St. Jobn ? They went out 
in us, but they were not of 11s : For if they had been 
7 of us, they would, no doubt, have Jl gs ex us; 
£4 but they went out, that it might be made manifeſt, that 
bey were not all of us, 1 Ep. Ch. ii. 19. 
Tim. But there is one Charge more, which I de- 
ſire may be clear'd up; namely, that her Miniſters 
teach nothing but Works, contrary to St. Paul's 
| 3 $0: Doctrine, 
Wet.” — 1200 0 qa Works, in Engliſh, 


[36] 
Doctrine, “that we are not ſaved by Works, but 
„ by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt,” 3 
Patro. This were a Spot indeed, if true; but it 
is only a Speck of Dirt thrown upon her, by the 
Ignorance of thoſe, who know her not, nor the 
Things whereof they affirm; and may eafily be 
wiped off. For here again they miſtake and con- 
found one Thing with another: They do not at- 
tend to the Diſtinction, which St. Paul himſelf moſt 
evidently makes between the Works of the Law, 
and the Works of the Goſpel, between Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Works. He ſaith, indeed, A Man is not 
juſtified by the Works of the Law, Gal. ii. 16. but 
he ſaith alſo, This is a faithful Saying, and theſe 
Things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they, 
dohich have believed in God, might be careful to main- 
tain good Works: Theſe Things are good and profitable 
unto Men, Tit. iii. 8. Here we ſee as plain a Diſtin- 
ction between the Legal and Evangelical Works, as 
Words can expreſs. And therefore they, who under 
ſtand aright the Apoſtles Senſe, draw this juſt Infer- * 
© ence, from all that he any-where ſaith about Yorks, 
© That no Man is juſtified or acquitted from Sin 
& by the Works of the firſt Covenant (of which the i 
* Law of Moſes was the Pattern or Specimen), but 
« by the Yorks of the /econd Covenant (whereof the 
_ «« Goſpel is the Plan), as it is now fully unfolded and 
brought to Light by Jeu, Chriſt.“ They likewiſe 
obſerve, that, by the wife Providence of God, the 
Scriptures are therefore ſo divided, as they are, into 
Two Volumes, or Parts; the firſt whereof, containing 
chiefly the Subſtance of the Hrſt Covenant, and in- 


fiſting ſo much upon Works, is therefore called 


[5 Nancid Arabic] the Old Teſtament, or rather the 

Old CoveNnANT ; the other Volume containing the 
Subſtance of the Second Covenant, which is the 
Covenant of Grace and Faith made with us in 
Chriſt, is called [# Key) Arabixy] the New Cove- 
nant, as was obſerved before, p. 8. But 
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But then you may ſay, that even Chriſtian Works, 
| even the Works of the Goſpel, or Second Covenant, 
do not /ave us. For we read in Epb. ii. 8, 9. By 
Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith; and that not of 
yourſelves : It is the Gift of God; vor or Works, 
leſt any Man ſhould boaſt.— This I grant, and am 
ſure our Church grants, and every-where teaches the 
ſame; to wit, That Works alone, be they never 
ſo good, will not ſave us: That they are not ac- 

cepted of God, as done by Us (as of ourſelves), but 
thro Faith, that is, for the ſake of Chriſt's Merits, 
in whom we believe. So ſhe expreſly affirms in 
her XIth Art. We are accounted righteous be- 
fore God, only for the Merit of our Lord and Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, and zo! for our own 


Works, or Deſervings, &c.” But then, that ſhe 
does not look upon good Works as unneceſſary to 
Salvation (which is an Extreme, I hear, tome of 
your Methodiſts run into), pray read what ſhe 
holds concerning them in Art. the XIIch. This 
may be ſufficient to convince you of the Injuſtice 
of this Objection againſt our Church. It is manifeſt 
ſhe inſtructs us in the Doctrine both of Faith and 
Works: She ſeparates not the one from the other: 
She only ſpecifies the due Weight, and intrinſic 
Value, which either of them holds in the Scale of 
Grace; being well aware, that A falſe Balance is 
Abomination to the Lord, but a juſt Weight is his 
Delight. She conſiders Faith as the Life and Soul 
of good Works, and good Works as the Body and 
external Evidence of Faith; or, as her Article 
above-mentioned expreſſes it, ſhe looks on Faith 


as the Tree, and good Works as the Fruits thereof. 
So that as the Tree is known by its Fruits, ſo theſe 
Fruits could never be produced without the Tree. 
But, alas! though theſe Things are obvious and 
plain, and the undoubted Doctrines of our Church, 
as well as of the Scriptures, it is a lamentable 

3 . Caſe, 


1 
Caſe, that theſe Men, who make the Objection, 
and raiſe this Clamour, have not Eyes or Ingenuity 
enough to fee or own their Miſtake. And whence 
does the Miftake ariſe, that gives Birth to theſe 
injurious Revilings againſt the Church and her Mi- 
niſters, but from the ſame Fountain, whence (as I 
| have before obſerved) all their other Errors flow, 
namely, from a moſt pitiable Ignorance of the Bap- 
tiſmal Vow ? Had they ever conſidered that with 
any Attention, their Catechiſm would have taught 
them, That the Yorks, which the Church and her 
Minitters recommend and preach, are no other than 
thoſe very Acts of Obedience, which we all pro- 
miſed in our holy Covenant, and are all bound 
by our fotemn Vow to perform : That, whatſoever 
Diſtinctions are to be made between the Nature or 
Efficacy of Faith and Works, our Obligation is 
equal as to the Obſervance of both ; being ! no other 
than two diſtinct Parts of the ſame Covenant, two 
Conditions bound upon us by our Lord and Ma. 
ſter, as neceſſary, anited!ly neceſſary, to Salvation. 
Jo feparate them, therefore, or to fet up one in 
Oppoſition to the other (as thefe Men do, by cry- 
ing up Faithas the only Condition of Salvation, and 
denying Works), is a plain Violence offered to God's 
holy Covenant, and putting that afunder, which he 
bach joined together: But to ſay, that our Church 
_ preaches vp Works only, and omits Faith, isa moſt 
unjuſt Imputation, which their Ignorance bas raiſed, 
but cannot excuſe. | 
Tim. Pray, Sir, are not theſe Men reviving the 
old Hereſy of the Solifidians and Antinomians, who, 
in the laſt Century, held, that Salvation was at- 
„ tainable by Faith alone, exclufive of all Law? 
— Whereas, methinks, the prudent Diſtinction, 
which the Church has made, might eaſily have 
ſatisfied any reafonable Perſon ; to wit, that tho? 
it be trays: we are Julufed by F AITH alone, yet it 
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is by ſuch a Faith as is not ALONE (ſola fide, ſed non 
que oft ſola), i. e. not ſo alone, as to be without Works. 
And I now call to mind what I have heard, and ſee 
good Reaſon to believe, that it was ro oppoſe this 
Opinion, that ſo many Books came out in thoſe 
Days, on the Subject of good Worts, by the Wri- 
ters of our Church; and in particular that well- 
known Book the Whole Duty of Man, which I ſhall 
now have a greater Value for, than ever I had; 
though theſe People ſpeak ſo ſlightingly of it; yea, 
becauſe they do ſo. j 8 5 
Patro. You judge right. Theſe poor deluded 
Methodiſts, who have indeed a great Zeal, but 
without Knowlege, are falling into the very ſame 
Error with the Solifidians. The Enemy of Souls 
has found no better Engine wherewith to oppoſe 
Chriſtianity, and batter the Walls of our Feruſalem, 
than this of ſetting Faith againſt Works, and Works 
2X againſt Faith. In the Roman Church he has effected 
the latter, by extolling the Merit of Works: Amongſt 
theſe Soliſidians and Antinomians he has as unhappily 
effected the ether, by magnifying Faith above Works, 
and ſetting the Creed againſt the Commandments. 
This Stratagem he began very early with; even in 
che Apoſtles Times he had the Addreſs to delude 
many. St. Paul, by the Infpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, undertook more profeſiedly to anſwer the 
firſt Queſtion, which we commonly call. 7u/lification 
by Faith ; St. James, by the Influence of the fame 
Holy Spirit, fets himſelf as profeſſedly to anſwer 
the other concerning the Juſtification by Works, Now 
St. Paul, having to do with unbelieving Jews, and 
likewiſe with Fewiſh and Gentile Converts, inſiſts 
warmly, in his Diſputation with the firſt, on the 
Neceſſity of Faith in Chriſt, in Oppoſition to their 
Law of Works, meaning (as we have ſaid before) 
the Works of the FISH Covenant, that being the 
Ground, and primary Endand Intent, of the Law 
, - 4 a * — 2 re ON P iS 3 % . of 
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of Moſes, which the Apoſtle, for that Reaſon, ſo 
often calls the Law of Works, in Contradiſtinction 
to the Law of Chriſt. And by the Works of the 
Law he conſtantly means the Works of that Law, 
or Firſt Covenant, in Oppoſition to the Law of the 
Goſpel, or Second Covenant, the Works of which 
he every-where calls good Yorks. But, in his Argu- 
ment with Believers, though he exhort them to the 
. ri good Works, that is to ſay, the Works 
the SEconD Covenant, Evangelical or Chriſtian 
Vorks, he nevertheleſs guards them againſt placing 
any Merit in them, or imputing that Juſtification, 
or Remiſſion of Sins, to hem, which he conſtantly 
aſcribes to Faith, that is, to Chriſt, and his Merits. 
hut St. James, writing to Believers only (as appears 


by his addreſſing them by the Style and A W 
of Brethren, ſee Ch. i. V. 2. 9. 16. Ch. ii. V. 1. 5 14. 


Ch. iii. V. 1. Ch. iv. V. 11. Ch. v. V. 7.12. 19.), in- 
ſiſts as warmly on the Neceſſity of Worts (meaning. 
undoubtedly, Chriſtian, Evangelical Works), as well 
as the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Faith ; and expreſly a. 
ſerts, that Faith itſelf, even Chriſtian Faith, without 
Chriſtian Obedience, is dead, and therefore ineffefual 
to eternal Life and Salvation. So that whoever com- 
pares the two Apoſtles with Ingenuity and Atten- 
tion, will find no Difference at all between them, 
except what neceſſarily ariſes from the Difference 
of the Queſtion, and the Scope and Deſign of the 
Argument. Both of them agree in the Neceſſity 
of Good Works, as well as of Faith, and of Faith 
as well as good Works; becauſe they are equally 
conſtituent Parts of our Baptiſmal Vow. Both 
agree likewiſe in the Order, in which they there lie; 
1040 Faith, and then Obedience: For ſo St. Paul 
© a Faith, — working by Love; and St. James 
Is on us, to ſhew our Faith. By our Works. 
You ſee, both of chem mean the very ſame T hing, 
and obſerve the very ſame Order. Our Church 


proceeds 


4 nn | 

proceeds in ſtrict Conformity herewith ; and this 
ſhe doth, not only purſuant to the Principles of Re- 
vealed Religion, but to the Dictates of right Rea- 
ſon, and the moral Fitneſs of Things. For as 
Repentance from dead Works prepares us for Faith 


and the ſpiritual Life; ſo Faith, which beſtows that 


Life of the Spirit, prepares and enables us for good 
Works, which are the lively and genuine Fruits of 
the Spirit. I might alſo obſerve to you the awful 


Myſtery that lies couched in this Order of our three- 
fold Vow ; firſt, as it reſpects the Bleſſed Trinity; 


Repentance refers to God the Father, Faith to 
God the Son, and Obedience to God the Holy 
Ghoſt. Secondly, as it refers alſo to us Men, and 
to the Diſorder we contracted by our Fall; namely, 
bf Guilt in the Conſcience, Blindneſs in our Under- 


ſtanding, and Perverſeneſs in the Will. Here again 


the Order is exactly correſpondent to our Caſe. 
Repentance is the proper Cure for the frſt, Faith 
the Remedy of the ſecond, and Obedience of the 
laſt. If this be ſo, as I am verily perſuaded it is, 
being built on undoubted Authority of Scripture, 
though not commonly attended to; it muſt then 
follow, that whoſoever takes away any one Article 


of our triple Vow, or even inverts the Order, in 


which God and his Church have placed and pro- 
pounded them to us, does in effect both violate the 

Myſtery and Order of the Sacred Trinity; and, at 

the ſame time; render our Covenant ineffectual to 
the great End for which ic was deſigned, to wit, 
the Health and Salvation of our Souls. Lo break one 
Part of chis threefold Cord is indeed a Breach of the 
Whole, and ſo incursthe complicated Guilt mentioned 
by St. James, — He that offends in one Point [of this 


| | 77 Law], is guilty all: Or, as our Lord ſpeaks, 
n He 


that breaketh one of theſe leaſt Commandments, and 


Hall teach Men ſo, fhall be called leaſt in the Kingdom 


of Heaven. Nor can this be otherwiſe, or appear 
* James ii. 10. * Mat. v. 19. G ſtrange 


[ 42 ] 
ftrange to any conſiderate Chriſtian ; becauſe, ac 
cording to the Apoſtles Form of arguing,— he 
that faid, REPENT, ſaid alſo, BELIEVE; and, he 
that ia, Believe in God, ſaid alſo, KEEP MY 
COMMANDMENTS; and do Cood. But how much 
more ſtrongly ſtill is this uniform Obſervance of our 
whole Vow bound upon us, when we reflect, that 
this Baptiſmal Promiſe is no other than the moſt 
ſolemn Oath to God; that therefore wilfully to diſ- 
penſe with any Part of it, is no leſs than downright 
Perjury! This was the holy David's Senſe of it 
(to wit, that the Covenant was a moſt ſolemn Oath), 
and ſhould be ours, faying with him,— * 7 have 
SWORN, and am ſtedfaſtiy pur poſed, to keep thy righ- 
. teous Fudgments. And every pious Soul will be often 
thinking with the Pfalmiſt, and deriving Comfort 
from the Thought, — * How he swARE unto the 
Lord, and vowb a Vow unto the Almighty God of 
Jacob. — But 1 forget myſelf; the. vaſt Importance 
of the Subject has carried me into a greater Length 
than I deſigned. To return, then: The Enemy of 
our Salvation, as I obſerved before, knowing too 
well, that the very Eſſence of Chriſtianity, and 
Ground of all our Hopes, conſiſts in this ſecond 
Covenant, began very early to attack it. But then 
(as we have noted before) the Church had two of 
the ableſt Champions, even two Apoſtles, to defend 
it. The next Attempt of Satan was, by the Gno- 
fic Herely under various Heads, Simon Magus, 
Carpocrates, &c. to impugn the Whole of our Vow, 
by reſolving all into Knowlege, and ſo excluding 
every Part thereof, even Repentance, Faith, and 
Obedience. But this Satanical Device againſt the 
cehole Covenant breaking out in the Days of St. 
Paul, the holy Apoſtle combats it in almoſt all his 
Sipiſiles 5 and has We the Church with Wea- 


pons 
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pons ſufficient to overthrow the Gnoſtic Hereſy. 


The next Attack of the Enemy was more imme- 


diately againſt a ſingle Branch, even the t Part 


of the Baptiſmal Vow, Repentance. To this end 


he ſtirred up Donatus, Novatian, and others ; who, 


under Pretence of greater Sanctity than other Chri- 
ſtians, denied any Place of Repentance to ſuch as, 


through the Fofce of Perſecution, or other great 
Temptation, had fallen into any grievous Sin, This 


_ Hereſy infeſted long the Chriſtian Church, and pro- 


duced the firſt avowed Schiſm from her. — So de- 
ſtructive to Unity has Pyritaniſm *, and the Conceit 
of Perfection, ever been But God was pleaſed 


to raiſe up in his Church many excellent Men to 


oppoſe this proud Hereſy; and not only to confirm 


and enforce the Neceſſity of Repentance, bur the 
Certainty of the Divine Acceptance of it, if true 


and ſincere 3 every Chriſtian, though never ſo 


great a Sinner, being even bound, by his Covenant 


and Promiſe, to believe this Article of our Creed, 
as well as any other, namely, the Forgiveneſs of 


Sins, — to the penitent Believer. But the Adverſary 


of Souls, not reſting here, renewed the Aſſault; 
and, taking Advantage of ſome Expreſſions, which 
the F athers and Writers of the Church had perhaps 
unguardedly dropped in Praiſe of good Yorks ; and 
ſpeaking ſometimes of the Reward they merited 
(by which they meant no more than the Reward 
they were intitled to, rhraugh the Free Grace and 
Covenanted Promiſe of God); he introduced, by 
degrees, the Doctrine of Merits and meritoxious 
Works, which, like a Leproſy, overſpread the whole 
Roman Church ; not only puffing up the natural 


Vanity of Men to overlook the wiſe Caution of our 
Lord, that when we have done all, we are to 


66 think ourſelves but unprofitable Servants;“ but 
even to 05 a Share with God as Coadjutors, and 


G Joink 
2 ® They were called daha. i. e. Puritans, 
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joint Authors with him, of our own Salvati 
Yea, from a miſtaken Senſe of the Words [quod- 
cunque ſupererogaveris], which occur in the vulgar 
Latin Tranſlation of Luke x. they improved the vain 
preſumptuous Doctrine of Merits into the ſtill more 
vain and arrogant Opinion of Supererogation ; that 
is, a conceited Notion, that we might do, and that 
ſome did, more for God, than in Strictneſs of Duty 
they were bound to do. This, in effect, evacu- 
ated every one of the Terms of our threefold Vow, 
foraſmuch as it ſaperſedes all further Neceſſity of 
Repentance; perverts Faith into a fond Confidence 

of our own "Patetiins; and, as to Obedience, it 
turns the Tables upon God, and makes that, which 
ſmould be a Service, and Act of Duty, to be an Ob- 
ligation, and even a Debt upon him; yea, ſo large 
a Debt, by the Fund and Treaſure of the Saints 
Merits, as to ſuffice not only for their own Treſ- 
paſſes, but for the Diſcharge of all the moſt enor- 
mous Debts of the greateft Sinners, if ſo be they 
have but Money enough to purchaſe an Indulgence 3 
or, by a certain Number of Prayers to the Saints, 
can procure a Share in the Overplus of their Merits. 
Whoever is not blinded with Popiſþ Superſtition, 
will eaſily ſee the Impiety, as well as Folly, of this 
Perſuaſion ;— and perceive how Satan has deluded 
that unhappy People into it, on purpoſe, as I ſaid, 
to render their Baptiſmal Vow of none Effect. Now 
if we compare herewith the Principles and Practice 
of your Methodiſts, may we not obſerve the ſame 
crafty Wilineſs of the Enemy, the ſame Plot and 
Conſpiracy againſt our holy Covenant ? For what 
elſe is their Pretence to ab dale Perfection, and inde- 
fefiible Grace ? their reſolving all Religion into in- 
ſtantaneous Faith, and Faith itſelf into Impulſes, and 
mere animal Senſations, but ſetting aſide all further 
Neceſſity of Repentance, and deſtroying the Nature 
of Faith, by turning it into an act of Senſe, and 
natural 
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natural Perception? As to Obedience, it is true 
they vary ſomewhat from the Papiſt, but they err 
more grievouſly : They claim not any Merit or 
Supererogation to their Works, but caſt off all 
Works as unneceſſary to Salvation; and do not 
ſo much reſt and pervert this Branch ot our Vow, 
as the Papiſts do; but utterly deſtroy it, and fo 
act directly contrary to our bleſſed Saviour's Prac- 
tice, who came not to deſtroy the Law, but to 
fulſil it ; Yea, as his Apoſtle affirms of him, 
„% Though he were a Son, yet learned he Obe- 
; . dience l; and was himſelf made Perfect by 
YH the things he ſuffered “. — This Stratagem 
$ of the Enemy againſt the very Eſſence of Obe- 
dience (which neceſſarily conſiſts in Forks) is the 


% laſt Effort of his infernal Malice, which he has 
; IR reſerved for theſe latter Times. All former At- 
* tempts were but Approaches, and opening, as it 
= were, the Trenches againſt the City of our God; 
y jn this moſt degenerate Age he has muſtered all 
his Forces under innumerable Heads, which, how- 
„ ee.uver they differ in other Reſpects, yet are all eom- 
4 7 bined with Heart and Hand againſt our Feruſa- 
$ lem, and cry, Down with it, down with it, 
is s eyen to the Ground.” The great Buſineſs, for 
d which our Saviour came into the World, was to 
, deſtroy the Works of the Devil; of Courſe the 
W main Effort of the Devil is to deſtroy the Works 
de of Chriſt. For this Reaſon he is rightly ſtiled 
de Anticbriſt. He knows, too well, if he can but 
id gain this laſt Munition and Fortreſs of our Reli- 
at gion, and render ineffectual our Vow of Obg- 
EN dience, our Church muſt inevitably fall into his 
n- | Hands, and be deſtroyed. The very ſame Stra- 
nd tagem he practiſed againſt her about an hundred 
er Years ago, and too ſucceſsfully effected the Ruin 
Ire both of our Church and State. But God, who is 
nd able to raiſe the Dead, was pleaſed to reſtore her 
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again, and brought back the Captivity of Zion, 
At the ſame time he ſtirred up the Spirits of many 
holy Men of her Communion, who ſurvived that 


Deſolation, and well underſtood the fatal Can/e of 


it, to ſet themſelves, with all their Might, to turn 


the Minds of People to the Practice of Moral 


Duties, and cure them of that Madneſs and En- 


thuſiaſm, into which they had been led by the 
contrary Doctrines of Anlinomianiſm, during the 


Times of Anarchy and Confuſion in theſe King- 


doms. To this good End the pious Dr. Hammond 


publiſhed his Prafical Catechiſm, Biſhop Taylor 


his Treatiſe of Holy Living and Dying, Archbiſhop 


Leighton laboured by his Sermons (which have 


been publiſhed ſince his Death, and are now, I 


hear, preparing for the Preſs again) to reduce 


Men from thole /peculative Opinions about Faith, 


Frſtification, Election, &c. to the practical Duties 
of Obedience and Good Works. — This was alſo the 


Deſign of that good Book called the Practice f 
Piely, with many others but, among all, the 


Author of the Whole Duty of Man has deſervedly 
and moſt generally been eſteemed the beft that 


| ever came out on that Subject. It is evident to 
all unprejudiced Readers, that this was his profeſ- 


ſed Deſign: He pretended not to give us a full 
Syſtem of Divinity, but confines himſelt chiefly 
to the Agenda of Religion, the practical Part 
(which, in Strictneſs, is to be underſtood by the 
Word Dur v of Man); yet does not wholly omit 
the Credenda, or Matters of Faith: It is plain he 


every-where takes them in, as far as the Doctrine 
of Faith ſerved his main Deſign. 'Tis plain, by 


his excellent Preface concerning the Care of the 


Soul, that he has raiſed his whole Superſtructure 


on that Foundation : Or, to ſpeak more cloſely, 


has taken the Second Covenant, which is the Sum 


and Subſtance of Chriſtianity, and Epitome of the 
Goſpel, for the Ground-work of that excellent 
8 Treatiſe. 
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Treatiſe, But that Part of our Vow, whereby 
we covenant and promiſe to perform Obedience to 
the Commands of God, is what he undertook 
to treat of parlicularly, and has acquitted himſelf 
like a ſkilful Workman, In executing this De- 
ſign, the Plan he lays down is the very ſame with 
that of St. Paul, and in the ſame expreſs Terms, — 
namely, that we ould live SOBERLY, RIGHTE- 
OUSLY, and GODLY in this preſent Worlds. From 
hence he branches molt properly the whole Practice 
of a Chriſtian into thoſe Duties which we owe to God, 
our Neighbour, and ourſelves —And can this be 
called Heathen Doctrine, as] hear ſome of the poor 
Methodiſts call it? Is not the ſame Doctrine in- 
culcated almoſt in every Page of the Bible, from 
one End to the other? Is it not that, whereby the 
holy Apoſtle plainly tells us we are to A DORN the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things ? ls it not 
that, which (as the Apoſtle goes on) the Grace of 
God, that bringeth Salvation, more eſpecially teaches 
us, that, denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts (pur- 
ſuant to the it Branch of our Vow, Repentance), 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly ; that 
1s, put in Practice the third Part of our Vow? What 
then ſhall we ſay, or what can we think, of thoſe 
People who are not afraid to call God's own 
Word Heatben Doctrine] If we pity the Ignorance, 
we cannot but tremble at the Blaſpbemy of theſe 
Men, who make no Difference between the Do- 
frine of God our Saviour, and the Doctrine of a 
Heathen Philoſopher. It is true, Heathen Phi- 
loſophers taught Moral Virtue; and many excellent 
Precepts, and even Examples, are to be found 
amongſt them; but who, that has the leaſt In- 
ſight into Heathen and Chriſtian Morality, ſees not 
as wide a Difference between them, as. there. is be- 
tween Plato, Seneca, &c. and Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles? The Vircues of Heathens, ſuch as Pru- 
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EE 
dence, Teniperante, Foriitude, and Fuſtice, were trus 
Virtues in their kind; and, where ſincerely practiſed 


by them, no doubt were accepted of God]; for ſo 
St. Peter acknowleges, that in every Nation, be that 
feareth him, and worketh Righteouſtieſs, is atcepted 


of him. St. Paul owns the ſame ; ſee Rom. ii. 14; 


15, 26, But though this Righteouſneſs, or moral. 


Virtue, might ſave a Heathen, it will not ſave a 
Chriſtian. And the Reaſon is, becauſe the Grace 


of God, which bringeth Salvation, arid hath now 


appeared unto us, * Faith in Chriſt, not 
Term of Salvatlon, but as 
abſolutely neceſſary to all, that have heard the 


Goſpel. Our Virtues, therefore, though of the 
fame kind, are %o0w animated; yea, ſpiritualized, 
by a higher Principle, than the Heathen ever had; 
or could have. As the Chriſtian is made a New 
Creature by his Union with Chriſt by Faith; ſo 
his Virtues are made New Viriues, in the fame 
| Senſe as our Lord calls his Command of Love a 
New Commandment. Joh. xiii. 34. i. e. not only 
renewed, but animated and enlivened by the Di- 


vine Energy of the Holy Spirit, by the Grace 


of the Holy Spirit. The Man is the ſame indivi- 


dual Man, ſo the Virtues, or moral Actions, con- 
tinue the ſame Virtues; but both are endued with 


a Higher and more Divine Principle than Nature 
or natural Reaſon can beſtow. And they are theſe 


Chriſtian (not Heathen) Morals, which the whole 


Duty of Man every-where calls upon us to the 
Practice of; thefe are the Morals which our Di- 


vines preach ; and therefore it is a moſt flander- 
ous Charge to ſay, that they do not preach Chriſt 


in their Pulpits; wheteas, to every ſober intelli- 


gent Hearer, theſe Exhortations to moral Virtue are 
che very Sound of the Goſpel, the very Voice of 


_ Chriſt, calling us to wort in his Vineyard. For, 


as when the Subject of their Sermon is Repentance, 
e-+ #0 Aﬀsx ac. „C *r n 
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then are we called to fight manfully againſt our 


Enemies: When Faith is the Subject, then are we 


called upon to Love, and Joy, and Peace, and to 
look for that blefſed Hope, and the glorious Appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour, Feſus Chriſt : 80 
when Moral Duties are preſſed upon us, then are 
we called to Action; and our Buſineſs is not to Diſc 
pute, but to Obey, And whatever Fault theſe 
modern Cavillers find with the J/bole Duty of Man, 
or the practical Diſcourſes of our Clergy, tis no- 
torious to Everybody's daily and almoſt hourly 


Experience, that there never was more need of 


preaching up moral Honeſty and Virtue, than in 
theſe ſad Times, when it is the general Complaint 
of all ſorts, that it is hardly to be found, Is this 


a time to decry Virtue and Morality, when there 
is ſo little left amongſt us? Is this ſerving Chriſt, 


to condemn and ridicule thoſe, who call us to his 
Service — But J fear I have tired you; and ſhall 
only add, that I would to God Men would firſt 


learn to be good Heathens, in the Practice of mo- 
ral Virtue, before they ſet up for Perfection in 
Chriſtianity, and Teachers of others; and ſtudy 

| Tully's Offices well, which contains the Duty of 


Man according to the Light of Nature, before 
they meddle with Divinity : Or, if they have 
Faith, even in as high and exalted a Pitch as they 


themſelves imagine, that they would hear St. Paul, 


and have it io themſelves before God; or rather, 
that they would take that other Apoſtle's Advice, 


and add to their Faith, Virtue, 2 Pet. i. 5. Lea, 


all the other good Qualities, which he reckons up 
as neceſſary Attendants upon Faith, viz. Know- 
lege, Temperance, Patience, Brotherly Love, and 


Charity: Becauſe, as he goes on, F theſe things be 


in us and abound, they will make us that we ſhall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the Knowlege of 

H * our 
? Rom. xiv. 22. 5 
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our Lord Feſus Chriſt. But He that lacketh tbeſe 
« Things, is blind, and cannot ſee far off ; and hath 


«© forgotten, that be was purged from bis old Sins ;”* 
that is, in Baptiſm, when he promiſed to re- 


nounce them; has forgotten his Vom, and broken 
his Covenant. Read on to the 14th Verſe, you 
will find that it is by the Praftice of thoſe good 
Works we are to make our Calling and Election 
ſure—for if you do theſe things ye fhall never fall: 

For ſo, an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abun- 


dantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 


Saviour Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


Tim. Sir, 1 give you many Thanks for the 
Pains you have taken to ſet me right; and ſhall, 
by God's Grace, endeavour to keep cloſe to. my 
, Church for the future, and be a more diligent Stu- 
dent of the Yhole Duty of Man than I have 


been, even becauſe Mr. Whitefield condemns it. 
—I do not wonder the Diſſenters, and all of 


their Kidney, are ſuch declared Enemies to this 
Book. The Reaſon, I ſee, is plain; it is be- 
cauſe it is an Enemy to them and their Opinions. 
And I now remember, that the ſame excellent 


Author imputes, very juſtly, the Decay of Chriſtian 


Piety * to thoſe very Opinions, among many other 


Calviniſtical Tenets. I ſhall only aſk you Two 
more Queſtions : How it comes to paſs, that our 
Clergy, in their many elaborate and earneſt Diſ- 


_ courſes, both from the Pulpit and the Preſs, on 


the Subject of Chriſtian Morality, meet with ſuch 


imall Succeſs; inſomuch that the World rather 
grows worſe than better in their Lives and Con- 
 verſations?—And the next is, How it happens, 
that our Methodiſts, and almoſt all that ſeparate - 


from and oppoſe the Church, do yet, in Appear- 


'ance, and their outward Carriage, ſhew more Se- 
J riouſneſs and Sanctity than our Church-people 


generally 
2 dee his Book ſo called, p- 347, Se. . 
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generally do: And how it is poſſible, that, in their 
| Diſcourſes and Writings, they expreſs, and ſeem 
to feel, ſuch ſeraphic Raviſhments of Spirit, ſuch 
tranſporting Senſations of the Divine Preſence, 
and utcer ſuch melting and gracious Words, as 
captivate the Hearts of their Hearers, and turn ſo 
many from the groſſeſt Immoralities to a grave, 
ſober, and religious Courſe of Life? This ex- 
traordinary and viſible Effect, you may remember, 
was one of the things that ſo ſenſibly affected me 
- their Favour: And I own I cannot account 

nor 18” VVV 

Patro. Both theſe Queſtions are doubtleſs of 
great Importance. But to ſift them thoroughly, 
and probe theſe Sores to the quick (for they lie at 
the Heart), requires a more ſkilful Hand than 
mine. I lament them both, as Evils of the deepeſt 
Concern ; but the Cauſes hereof are generally 
| miſtaken, or overlooked. If therefore I can, by 

; BB God's Bleſſing, ſet you right in theſe two Points, 
itt will be of infinite Uſe to ſettle your Mind, and 
ſecure you from two very dangerous Extremes.— 


s As to the firſt : I know it is too common, even 
1 amongſt Church- people, to be ſevere Cenſors of 
their Miniſters, and to impute the ill Succeſs of 
0 their Miniſtry to the Failings they obſerve in their 
1 Lives and Examples. But as it is not a Chriſtian 
— Part to judge (for who art thou that judgeſt an- 
n at ber ?), ſo neither is a Miniſter's private Life, how 
h blamable ſoever, a juſt, nor the true Reaſon, why 
er his Preaching is ſo unſucceſsful. The Fault lies 
n- certainly more in the Hearers than in the Preacher; 
8, that is, the true Cauſe why greater Converſions 
te are not wrought by the Sermons preached in our 
ir- Churches, is rather the Perverſeneſs or Indiſpoſition 
e- of thoſe that hear them, than the Unworthineſs 
le of the Miniſter who delivers them. This appears to 
ly be the Senſe of our Church, by her XX VIth Article 
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of Religion, wherein ſhe holds, that the Unworthi- 
neſs of the Miniſter hinders not the Effect of the 
Word or Sacraments. — That this alſo was our 
Lord's Opinion, is plain, by that Command of his 


to his Diſciples concerning the Scribes and Pha- 


riſees, who ſat in Moſes's Chair (i. e. were the 
inſtituted Teachers of the People): All what - 
e ſoever they bid you * (faith he), that 
<- gbſerve and do; but do not after their Works: 
© For they ſay, and do not 4.” Our Lord plainly 
admits of their Authority to teach; and ſuppoſes, 
in the Rule here given, that their Doctrine or In- 
junctions were good, though their Lives were not 
ſo; That the firft therefore was to be followed, the 


other not. Whoever then has the Unhappineſs to 


| fit under an Unworthy, yet duly Authorized 
Teacher, his Buſineſs and Duty, we fee, is to go 
and do, as Chriſt here bids him; not to do after 
his Works, but his Fords ; not to judge, and find 
Fault, but to practiſe: So that his Miniſter's Un- 
worthineſs will be no Excuſe for his Non-proficien- 
cy; much leſs be any Diſpenſation for not obſerving 
thoſe things, which the Miniſter, by virtue of his 
Office, and legal Appointment, has Authority to 
bid the People to obſerve and do. We grant, the 
bad Example of a Miniſter is a great Stumbling- 
block, and Occafion of Scandal; but it is fo only 
to the Weak and Unlearned ; and, that therefore 
a Woe is pronounced againſt them, that give ſuch 
Offence to one of theſe Little-ones. But we have 
not. ſo tearned Chriſt, if ſo be we have been taught 
by his Church (as we certainly are bound by his po- 
ſitive Command to hear the Church*), That not- 
<* withſtanding evil Men have ſometimes chief 
<« Authority in the Miniſtration of the Word and 
« Sacraments ; yet, foraſmuch as they do not the 
«* fame i in their own Nome, but in Chriſt's, and 


bs do 


2 Matt. xxili. 2, 3. * Chap. xviii I7, 
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5 do miniſter by his Commiſſion and Authority, 


« we may uſe their Miniſtry in hearing the Word 


&« of God, and in receiving the Sacraments. Nei- 
ce ther is the Effect of Chriſt's Ordinance taken 
c away by their Wickedneſs, nor the Grace of 
% God's Gifts diminiſhed from ſuch as by Faith, 
<« and rightly, do receive the Sacraments miniſtred 
« unto them, which be effectual becauſe of Chriſt's 


„ Inſtitution and Promiſe, although they be mi- 
* niſtred by evil Men.” Art, XX VI.—This, I ay, 
is the Doctrine of Chriſt, and of our Church. But, 
alas! how few are there that regard it! How few, 


even of the profeſſed Members of her Communion, 
and the very Children ſhe has borne and brought 


up, that are free from the Spirit of Cenſoriouſneſs 
and Detraction againſt her Miniſters! yea, that 


take not a kind of malevolent Pleaſure in railing 
at the Clergy in general ! Not only expoſing, with- 
out any Reſerve, their rea! Faults, but magnify- 
ing their /mall, yea, imaginary Failings, into 


Crimes! Not only condemning thoſe they know, 
bur liſtening to evil Reports againſt thoſe they have 
no Knowlege of, and taking an ill-natured Delight 

in ſpreading them! I need not ſtand to aggravate 


the deep and complicated Guilt of ſuch a Sin : It 
is ſufficient to our Purpoſe to obſerve, that this 
prevailing and too-faſhionable Practice is one of 
the principal Cauſes, why the many excellent Diſ- 
courſes delivered from our Pulpits meet with ſuch 


ſmall Succeſs, and do ſo little Good. And what 
Wonder ſuch a Spirit of Virulence and Detraction, 
which God is more eſpecially ſaid to hate, ſhould 


receive no Benefit from any of the Means of Grace, 
whereof this of Preaching is one of the chief ? 
Yea, ſuch Men not only make the very beſt Ser- 
mons of none Effect to Themſelves, by this uncha- 
ritable Temper of Mind; but, by blaſting the 
good Name and Reputation of the Miniſter, they 
| 1 put 
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put it out of his Power (as far as in them lies) to 


do good to Others, This then is the true Cauſe, 


why fo little Good is done by the Preaching or 
Writings of our Divines. It is not; you ſee, the 


Unworthineſs of the Miniſters, ſo much as the Un- 
worthineſs of the People, that obſtructs the Effi- 


cacy of their Labours. A bad Miniſter may do 


good, by virtue of his Office and Authority, which 
he holds from Chriſt ; but ſuch bad Hearers and 


evil Speakers are incapable of receiving any.— Their 


Heart, like the thorny Ground, choaks the Seed, 


that it yieldeth no Fruit; or their Tongue and 


envenomed Breath blaſts it, where otherwiſe it 
might have grown to Perfection. 


But before I diſmiſs this Subject, J cannot for- 


bear obſerving to you what has often occurred to 
my Mind; that this Reproach and Contempt 
thrown upon our Clergy is not only unjuſt in itſelf 


and unreaſonable, but that it is, in Truth, a ſure 


Mark and Evidence, that They are the true Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt, to whom I verily think that Say- 


ing of his is more truly applicable, than to any 
other Clergy in the World ; * Bleſſed are ye, 


«© when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, 


* 


and ſpeak all manner of Evil againſt you falſely 


s for my ſake.—Rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your Reward in Heaven; for ſo 


40 perſecuted they the Prophets which were before 
« you.” Now to prove the Reproach, and con- 


ſequent Contempr, thrown upon our Clergy, to be 
unjuſt and unreaſonable, let us but conſider the 


Nature of thoſe Faults which are commonly laid 
to their Charge. It is not the Unſoundneſs of 


their Doctrines, the Invalidity of their Office, or 
Hlegality of their Miniſtrations : It is not their 


reſiſting the higher Powers, or impugning the eſta- 
bliſhed Order in Church or State, that is generally, or 


indeed 


: Matt, v 1% 8. 


[5s } 
indeed can, with any Shew of Juſtice, be charged 
upon them; but they are only certain perſonal 
Failings; ſuch as, too free Indulgence in the Plea- 
ſures and Enjoyments of Life, the Love of Com- 
pany, and a worldly Converſation z too much 
Solicitude for Wealth in ſome, too great Negle& 
of their temporal Affairs in others. —lf ſtrict and 
ſevere in their Carriage, they are cenſured for 
Pride; if open and familiar, they are preſently 
deſpiſed, —If, in their publick or private Admo- 
nitions they ſharply reprove, they are hated and 
abuſed : If they forbear to reprove, their Silence 
is condemned. If this be the Caſe (and I conſider 
it now as it ſtands between the Church-people and 
their Miniſters), I would only aſk ſuch free 
Speakers, Whether they Know 0 Clergy men that 
are Without theſe Blemiſhes in their outward Con- 
verſation? If they do, and, for my own Part, 1 
certainly know many, how can they anſwer it to 
God, and their own Conſciences, or to that Reve- 
rence and Duty they owe to that Sacred Order, 
which Chriſt and his Church have appointed over 
them, to involve the Innocent with the Guilty? 
Yea, how can they extend the Cenſure to the 
whole Order, as is too commonly done, when 
they know not, ſo much as by Name, or ever 
heard of, the thouſandth Part of the Clergy 

in the Kingdom ?—l1 do not pretend they are all 
Saints ; we cannot deny but that thereare too many 
immoral Livers, too many that are a Scandal to 
their Cloth. But what then? Was there not a 
Judas among the Apoſtles? And though it be 
an impoſſible thing to bring all the Clergy of our 
Church under a Scrutiny, yet this I think (ond 
ſurely it is the moſt equitable Way), that, taking 
all that fall within the Compaſs of our Acquaint- 
ance or Knowlege, and comparing them toge- 
cher, the Number of good Miniſters will far exceed 
; | 5 thoſe, 
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[ 56] 
thoſe, that are notoriouſly bad ; and, perhaps, 
did we know the whole Body of Divines, we 
ſhould not find the Proportion of bad ones to be 
above what it was in our Lord's Family, of one 
in twelve. And, as to ſuch Failings of any of our 
Ghoſtly Fathers, as are too notorious to be con- 


cealed, God forbid that you or I ſhould ex- 
poſe their Nakedneſs, leſt we incur the Curſe 


and Fate of Ham! No; let us rather draw a 


Veil over their Defects and Imperfections, even 
though they were greater than they certainly are, 


that ſo the Bleſſing of Sbem and Faphet may come 
n us and our Families. This Cuſtom of rail- 


ing at the Clergy (or, as profane Men call it, 

| roaſting tbe Parſons) is one of the chief Engines by 

which Satan draws our People away from the Unity 
of the Church. But I hope the View we have 
taken of the Wickedneſs and Unreaſonableneſs of 
ſuch a Practice will preſerve you from the Snare, 

and confirm you in your Adherence to her Com- 


munion. 


Your next Queſtion is, How it happens, that 
thoſe in the Oppoſition, who are profeſſed Adver- 
 faries of our Church, make ſo many Converts ; 
how they utter ſuch gracious Words; and have 
ſuch ſeraphic Raviſhments of Spirit, ſo tranſport- 
ing a Senſe of the Divine Preſence? 
To this I anſwer ; If we believe the Account 


theſe Men give of themſelves, we mult believe them 


the greateſt Saints that ever were, and the only 


Favourites of Heaven. But, if we conſult Reafon 


and common Experience, there is more Cauſe to 
ſuſpect, than believe, the Truth of their Pretenſions. 
Do you truſt a Man the more, for bragging of his 
Honeſty ? Or think him a Hero, for talking of 
his Courage? Or believe a Woman the more vir- 
tuous, for boaſting of her Modeſty ? Why then are 


we to count any one the better Chriſtian, for pro- 
5 claiming 
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claiming his Piety ? We know, our Saviour, who 
was the beſt Judge of Mankind (for he knew what 
was in Man), cautions us expreſly againſt this Pra- 
ctice, as a certain Sign of Hypocriſy De not 
ſound a Trumpet, ſays he, as the Hypocrites do, in the 
Synagogues, and in the Streets, that they may have 
Glory of Men: And then he adds, They have their 
Reward— They have it, from their miſtaken Ad- 
mirers. But let not us ſuffer our Reaſon to be im- 
poſed upon, in the great Concern of our Souls, by 
a vain-glorious Pretence, which we ſhould count a 
wer Weakneſs to be caught by, in any ſecular 
ntereſt or Concern. We are aſſured, that Charity 
 vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up; much leſs is 
Vaunting a Mark of Humility, but rather of that 
Vice, which God, in a more ſpecial Manner, is ſaid 

105708, - Md wit e 
As to their Senſations, and ſpiritual Raviſhments, 
I will grant they have em, and feel *em ; but I envy 
them not, They are far from being Demonſtra- 
tions of the Spirit of God: They may be the Effects 
of a contrary Spirit, and Marks of Deli ſion. I make 
no Doubt but the Scribes and Phariſees had them, 
and yet were but whited Sepulchres, Even Heatbens 
had the like Raptures and Ecſtaſies : Not only the 
diviner Sort of Philoſophers, ſuch as Plato and Plo- 
tinus, when they felt the ordinary ſenſible Viſits of 
the Divine Love, and contemplated the Pulchritude 
and Beauty of Virtue, were ſo enraviſhed in their 
Souls, as to own themſelves [ eraxvg2 a, ixrBarxitte 
Sas, , e to be tranſported, inebriated, and 
rapt into a divine Enthuſiaſm ; but even a Lucre- 
tins, an atbeiſtical Poet, even while he is labouring 
to explode the Providence of Gop, and aſcribing 
the noble Act of his Wiſdom and Power, in the 
Creation of the World, to mere Chance, and the 
fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms, can ſay in his poe - 
tic Rapture, 150 , 
1 Fyranſ⸗ 
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58! 
7 ranſport divine, diffus'd thro ev'ry Vein, 
Makes my Frame ſhudder with a pleaſi ng Pain LA 


If we look into Popiſh Books of Devotion, or the 
Lives of their Saints, we ſhall find enough to match 


the higheſt Flights of a Welwood, a Haliburton, or 
a Whitefield, Yea, we need not doubt but Mabomet's 

| boaſted Converſe with the Angel Gabriel, his Rap- 
| tures into Heaven, and Revelations, were no more 


than the like Tranſports of an heated Imagination. 
It is certain, his Preaching in the Streets, his Pre- 
tences to a more than ordinary Sanity and Holi- 


_ neſs of Life, his affected Meekneſs, and patient 
Enduring of the Scoffs and Contempt he met with, 
at his firſt Setting-up for a Prophet (as you may 
read in his Life), were juſt the ſame with the Practice 
of our modern Enthuſiaſts. Compare alſo the Pre- 
tences of the firſt Founders of the Jeſuits among the 
Papiſts, their St. Ignatius, St. Francis, &c. and in- 


deed, of all Enthuſiaſts, either Romiſb or Proteſtant, 
Lutheran or Calviniſt, you'll find little or no Differ- 


ence intheir Way and Manner of propagating their 


ſeveral Opinions; for how much ſoever they differ 


in religious Sentiments, ſo as to exclaim againſt, and 


condemn each other ; yet in this they all agree, 
that they generally talk the ſame Language, and uſe 
much the ſame Methods, in promoting their favou- 
rite Tenets, and making Proſelytes. You'll grant, 


I ſuppoſe, that the rapturous Senſations and ſera- 
phic Flights of ſuch ſort of Men, are far from being 


Tokens of divine Illumination; at leaſt, where 


ſuch manifeſt Contradictions appear, they cannot all 
have the Spirit of God, how much ſoever they lay 
Claim to it; for Truth never contradicts fel 
Why chen hall we © Sie better Credit to the like 


ſpecious 
28 OY me ks Mons woluptar | ” 
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ſpecious Pretences of our Methodiſts ?— To ſpeak 
the moſt favourably of them, the Senſations and 1 


pulſes they feel, may be Effects of natural Cauſes 


only, as Dr. Henry More has obſerved in his Di/- 


courſe concerning Entbuſia/m, and be owing to the 
mere Force of Imagination, to the Diſorder of the 
animal Spirits, or to natural Complexion. I will 


not ſay, as neither doth he, that theſe internal Rap- 


tures, and Tranſports of Mind, which ſuch Men 


feel, are always from Satan; but this we may be 
aſſured of, there is no Temper of Body or Mind, 


which ſubjects us more to his Illuſions, than giving 
too much Way to ſuch Impulſes as theſe.— Covet 
them not, therefore, but rather ſuſpect theſe danger- 
ous Sweets; be jealous over your own Heart, and 
always on your Guard, The Wiſdom of a Chri- 
ſtian, or what we call Religious Prudence, conſiſts 
chiefly in * trying the Spirits, whether they be of God, 


as St. Fohn adviſes, and making a Guſt Diſtinction 
between the Operations of Grace, and the Opera- 
tions of Nature; between the Influences of the Holy 
Spirit on our Mind, and thoſe of the Evil one. Rea- 
ſon itſelf is often abuted 1 and, therefore, is not a 


competent Judge of thoſe inward Feelings, without 
the Wiſdom from above. But if, in theſe Things, 


| we too far indulge the Force of Imagination, We 


cannot well avoid being fatally deceived, The 
ſureſt Landmark to direct us, in the Way of Grace 


and true Religion, is conſtantly to attend to that 
plain and viſible Appointment of Rule and Order 


[the K and 145%], which God has eſtabliſhed 


in the World, and more eſpecially in his Church. 
But Imagination has no Rule to go by, but Fancy 
or Humour; and is therefore a moſt uncertain 
Guide. Where-ever, then, we ſee Div//ions and 
Diſorder, contrary to the wiſe Inſtitutions and ſet- 


tled Order of God and his Church, we are to _ 
uch 


t 1 John iv. 1. 
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[ 60 ] 
ſuch Men as cauſe them; and may moſt aſſuredly 
know, whatever Raptures they vaunt of, that God 
is not there: He was not in the firong Wind, that 
rent the Mountains, and brake the Rocks; nor in the 
Earthquake, that ſhook the Earth; nor yet in the 
Fire, that blazed up to Heaven; but in the ftil/ ſmall 
Voice. 

Tim. But, ſtill, the Reformation wrought by their 
Preaching, on many wicked and immoral Livers, 


ſeems a more unqueſtionable Argument, that their 
Doctrine is from God. 


Patro. I will not deny, but that great Reformazinns 
have been made in the Lives of ſome of their Hear- 


ers; I grant, the Converſions among the Colliers 
near Briſtol, were very extraordinary: And, I con- 

feſs, I was myſelf highly pleaſed with the Succeſs 
they have met with on this Head, of turning the 


Wicked from the Error of their Ways. But when 


TI obſerved, That they were making Proſelytes, not 
to the Church, but to themſelves, not to Unity 
and Peace, butto Separation and Diviſion, it opened 


my Eyes, as it did the Eyes of many ſerious Per- 


ſons, who love the Church of England, and look 


upon it as the beſt conſtituted and moſt Orthodox 
Church in the whole Chriſtian World, to fee plainly, 


that theſe Converſions were, in Truth, no other than 


inliſting ſo many Enemies, to oppo/e ; and fight againſt 
her, Inſtead of bringing back the ſtrayed Sheep to 
her Fold, they inſpired them with Prejudice and 
Malignancy towards her, and made them to be evil- 
affefied towards the Brethren : Inſtead of reducing 


the Diſſenters, and thoſe who rejeł her Communion, 
they encouraged them in their Separation : Inſtead 


of confirming the ſerious Part of her Members to 


continue in her Boſom, they have laboured, with all 


their Might, to draw them away from her; and the 
late viſible Thinneſs of our Congregations is too 
melancholy a Proof of their Succeſs: Yea, inſtead 


of 


— — os 
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of ftanding in the Gap againſt the Papiſt, the Albeiſt, 


the Libertine, they do (I will not ſay deſignedly, but, 


alas! too effefually) ſtrengthen their Hands, and 


increaſe their Numbers.— What ſhall we ſay, then, 
of the Reformations they boaſt of ?— If it be true, 
that there is no Salvation but in the Church ; if our 
Church, as we have proved, be a true Church of 


Chriſt ; what do theſe Converſions avail, except it 


be to ſet Men farther off from the Means of Grace, 
and the Hopes of Glory, by driving them from 
thoſe holy Miniſtries and Ordinances of Bapti/m, 
Confirmation, and the Lord's Supper (which are no- 


where to be ordinarily had, but in her), as well as 


depriving them of the unſpeakable Benefit and Com- 
fort of her Prayers, and public Offices ? Does not our 
Saviour tell us, that the Phariſees compaſſed Sea 


and Land, io make one Proſelyte? Did they not take 
as much Pains as theſe Men do, to make Converts 2 


But did they make them better Men! No; but far 
worſe, even twofold more the Children of Hell than 
they were before. Natural Ignorance is better than 


| falſe Religion; yea, Publicans and Harlots ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, before proud 


and hypocritical Phariſees, To explain the Reaſon 


of this, and to prove the Inſufficiency of theſe Con- 


verſions, we are to conſider, that all Sin is gene- 
rally compriſed ynder the three Heads, of the Fleſh, 
the World, and the Devil; that is, ſome Sins are 
carnal, ſome worldly, and others devilih. This is 
the Diviſion our Church makes, and St. James doth 


the ſame, calling them earibly, ſenſual, deviliſh, 


Ch. iii. 13. Now Reformation ſhould extend to 


every one of theſe, otherwiſe it is zo Reformation. 


Our Church, therefore, requires, in her Vow at 
Baptiſm, that we ſhould renounce them all. But 
where it happens (poſſibly on hearing a warm 
Sermon, reading a good Book, or feeling the 

| „ 
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1687: 
Stings of Conſcience), that a notorious Drunkard, 
Swearer, Whoremonger, is awakened to a Senſe 


and Abhorrence of theſe Immoralities, and for- 
Takes them, ſo far, *tis true, he does well, and 


makes a good Beginning; but if he ſtop there, 


and eſpecially if he be made believe, that a ſtrong 
and confident Faith and Perſuaſion, that all his Sins 
are forgiven, is /ufficient, he does but fall into a 
worſe State than he was in before. He thinks he 


has done enough, when he ſcarce has begun to re- 


pent. He conſiders not, nor is inſtructed, by 


| thoſe unſcilſul Guides, to conſider, That there are 


Filthineſſes of the Sy1R1T, as well as of the FLESH, 


which muſt be cleanſed away; and that theſe /pi- 
ritual Sins are far more numerous, yea, far more 
dangerous, than thoſe of the Body. Out Saviour 
teaches us this, by his Parable of the unclean 
Spirit; which, after it was caſt out, returned 


again with ſeven other Spirits more wicked than him- 


ſel f. — To ſweep and garniſh the outward Man, 
without purging the Heart of its ſpiritual Wicked- 


neſſes, is only leaving a Door open for the Devil 
to return, and fortify himſelf the more ftrongly, 
that he may not be dilpoſſeſſed again. Tis like 


ſkinning over a Sore before the purulent Matter is 
cleanſed away, and driving the Corruption into 


the whole Maſs of the Blood. To change the 
Sins of Sen/e for thoſe of the Mind, is ſo much 
the more dangerous, becauſe it hides our Faults 
from us, that we cannot diſcern them; and thereby 


(as is very obſervable in all Perſectioniſts) puts a Stop 


to all further Repentance; and, conſequently (while 
they remain thus inſenſible of their ſecret Sins), 
renders all Hope of Remiſſion fruitleſs and vain: 
Yea, it turns td a confirmed Hypocriſy; and 
makes them look on their very Vices as Virtues; 
and thereby expoſes them- to that moſt dreadful 
Miſtake, of aſcribing the Suggeſtions of Satan to 
tte 


44 
we 
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the Bleſſed Spirit of God. Though we may not 
ſay this is the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe 
Charity forbids us to —_— it is accompanied 
with Malice, which is the Ingredient that completes 
that unpardonable Sin; yet, doubtleſs, it is one 
Species of that heinous Offence, It is certainly 
the Height of Spiritual Pride, and ſets Men at 
once above all Conviction. Ir is in vain to argue 
with ſuch Perſons from Reaſon or Scripture : When 
once they take it into their Heads to believe, that 
all they do or ſay is from the Dictates of the Holy 

| Spirit, they look on all that oppoſe them, or en- 
deavour to convince them of their Miſtake, to be 
poor ignorant Perſons, void of the Spirit, Anre- 
generate, and carnal; yea, will not allow them 

the Name of Chriſtians. So that I now ſee the 
Reaſon of that Advice of the Apoſtle's to Titus 
more plainly than ever; A Man that is an Heretic, 

efter the firſt and ſecond Admonition, rejeft , not- 

i that be that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and ſinnetb, 
being condemned of himſelf, Ch. iii. 10, 11.—I know 
what Pains have been taken, both by Letters 
and private Conference, to reſtrain ſome of their 

Leaders from theſe Extremes, but to no Purpoſe 
and therefore I chuſe rather to avoid, than to cor- 

_ reſpond with them any more, as deſpairing of any 
Succeſs : But to ſave well-meaning Perſons, who 
are not yet corrupted, is worth all our Pains; and, 

I verily think, is one of the greateſt Charities we 
can do their Souls, as well as the beſt Service we can 
do both the Church and State at this time. The 

more ſerious any one is, if not well grounded in 

his Principles, the greater is the Danger of his 
being miſled by their fair Speeches and counterfeit 
Sanctity. To keep theſe from falling away, is 
lifting up the Hands that hang down, and the feeble 
Knees : But to bring back any of the Members of 
our Church that are already gone aſtray, is pluck» 
„ =} ing 
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ing a Brand out of the Fire, and reſcuing from 
the Jaws of Deſtruction.— As to thoſe who always 
diſſented from us, I chuſe to ſay with St. Paul, 
What have I to do to judge them that are without ? 
Whether they turn Methodiſts, or continue as 
they are, ſeems to me a thing indifferent: But 
1 judge them not: Them that are without, hong 
guadgeth, _ 
And now having anſwered your ObjeRions, it Mp 
is high time to conclude. If I have not faid all I 
might ſay on this Occaſion, nor expreſſed myſelt 
ſo fully and ſo well in what I have ſaid, as I wiſh 
I could ; yet, asI am conſcious of my lincere Deſire 
to ſerve you in a Concern of ſo great Moment, I 
hope that God will give a Bleſſing to what I have 
ſaid, although in much Weakneſs: And that he, 
who often chuſes the weak things of the World 


for his Inſtruments, will, by his Grace and Holy 
Spirit, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen. ſettle you in the Truth, 


and in the Unity of the Church, which is the Pil - 
lar and Ground of Truth. As you did not men- 


tion which ot the new Sects you were invited to 


turn to, whether Moravians or Inghamites, Weſiley- 
ues or Whiteficldians z neither do I inquire. This 
I know, that however they differ one from another, 

they all agree in oppoſing our happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment. But if I have any-where exprefled any 
Warmth or Sharpneſs, I beg you will do me the 


Juſtice to underſtand my Words as I intended 


them, not as condemning their Perſons, but their 
Doctrines and Practice. Many of them I once moſt 
renderly loved, and do {till love with the Affection 
of Charity but their Doctrines I cannot but look 
upon to be as pernicious as any that have been 
broached ſince Chriſtianity appeared in the World. 
But what grieves me, even to Tears, is to ſee 
them miſ-ſpend ſo much Pains and Labour, ſo much 
of their precious Time, their good Parts and 
Learning, 
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1 
Learning, in propagating Doctrines ſo contrary 
to Truth, as well as the Peace of the Church, as 
cannot tend to Edlfication, but to Deſtruction. 
Tim, I agree with you, that their Conduct is very 


8 3 but I cannot but think their Intentions are 


Patro. 1 do not ſuſpe their good Intentions; 


nor can I ſuppoſe, that any Founders of Hereſies 
meant or intended to propagate their Errors as 


Errors, and knowing them to be ſo. Whatever 
might be the' ſecret Cauſe why God permits ſuch 
Tares to be ſown in the Field of his Church, we 
may reaſonably, at leaſt charitably, preſume, the 
Intentions of thoſe who ſowed them were good. 


Their unhappy Error lay, as theſe Mens doth, 


in miſtaking the Tares for the Wheat, and the 


good Corn for the Tares. This, I ſay, grieves 


my Soul, when I ſee a moſt commendable Zeal 
ſo miſapplied, and ſuch unwearied Induſtry em- 


Ployed to ſo bad a Purpoſe. Had they exerted 
their Labour and Talents in Conformity to the 
Rules, and within the Pale of the Church, accord- 


ing to their Canonical Vows, what glorious Effects 
might it not have produced! Had they lifted up 
their Voice like a Trumpet; had they cried aloud 
and ſpared not, to ſhew the People of this our 
Church their Tranſgreſſion, and this whole Nation 


their Sins, what a happy Reformation might they 
not have wrought amongſt us! Never was Athe- 
iſm and Infidelity at a greater Height among the 
Profane; never more Lukcwarmneſs and Indiffer- 
Vence for Religion among the Profeſſors ; never 
more Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, and Violence in our 


Dealings of all kinds; never more Luxury, In- 
temperance, and Senſuality, among our Lovers of 
Pleaſure; in a word, never ſo great Immoralities 
of every ſort, throughout this whole Nation, as 
in theſe looſe and "al Times, What chen, 
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[ 66 J 
in ſo critical a JunCture, and when we are all upon 
the Brink of Deſtruction, was the Duty of the 
Prieſts, the Miniſters of God, but to ſound an 
Alarm in his holy Mountain, aud to call aloud to 

Repentance, to Weeping, Faſting, and Mourning, 
that ſo Iniquity may not be our Ruin? To call 
more earneſtly than ever, to eſchew Evil, and to 
do Good; to ſtrengthen the Hands of our Spiritual 
Paſtors, to oppoſe all the declared Enemies of 
our Church, to comfort the Feeble-minded, and 
to ſupport the Weak 2 But have they de this ?. 
| Have they not done the very Reverſe S —as [ have 
already ſhewn, and need not repeat. 
Tim. *Tis true, you have; and give me leave 
to ſum up what you have ſaid, that you may ſee 
I have not been an unattentive Scholar. 
Jou have ſatisfied me, that the Church of Eng - 
land is a found Part of the Catholic Church; hat 
in her, therefore, as the only eſtabliſhed Church: 
in England, we of this Nation are to look for that 
Communion of Saints, and Myſtical Body of Chriſt, . 
to which weare to be joined ; and from which we. 
I ought not to ſeparate, 

That the Church of England, by Law eſtabliſhed, 
| ts an orthodox and true Church, you have proved, 
by her holding the very ſame Baptiſmal Covenant 
which the Univerſal Church hath held at all Times, 

and in all Parts of the World. 
That this Covenant is theCharter and Title- Deed, 
by which all true Chriſtians are incorporated into 
tac holy Society, which we call the Catholte 
_ Church, whereof Chriſt alone is the Head, and by 

which they are intitled to that eternal Inheritance 
he purchaſed: with his Blood, and ſettled on them 
in Baptiſm. 

That this Covenant confi Ring, as all 33 
neceſſarily do, of certain Terms and Conditions 
ſtipulated between the Parties concerned, all our 


Hopes 


L071 
Hopes of obtaining the Privileges promiſed to us 
of God, depend on our Fidelity in performing the 
Promiſes we then made to him. 
That, in a word, this Second Covenant is no 
other than the Sum and Subſtance of the Goſpel, 
by which we are to ſquare our Lives, both as to 
Faith and Practice; and that, according as we 
do fo, we ſhall be acquitted or condemned at 
the laſt Day. . 3 5 
I take the more Notice of the Nature, Condi- 
tions, and Benefits of this Sacred Covenant, be- 
. cauſe I cannot but ſee the Truth of that Obſerva- 
tion you made, that a right Underſtanding of our 
Baptiſmal Vow would nor only prevent all Hereſies 
and Schiſms among Chriſtians, but is a ſure Touch- 
ſtone to try and judge of all thoſe Errors, and unſound 
Doctrines, which have ever crept into the Church, 
eſpecially ſuch as at preſent diſturb herPeace. So that 
by this Light we might very eaſily mark tboſe who 
cauſe Diviſions, and avoid them ;, and, at the ſame 
time, be as eaſily aſſured, that the Certainty of 
our Salvation depends on the faithful and uniform 
Performance of our holy Vow—That is to ſay, a 
Performance, not in Part, but in Whole, even 
every Part of our Covenant; ſo as to repent ſin- 
cerely of all our Sins, believe faithfully all the 
Articles of our holy Faith, and obey, to the beſt 
of our Power, all the Laws and Commandments 
of God : That whereas it appears, by the Hiſto. 
ries of all the Hereſies that have ever been in the 
Chriſtian Church, that the great Stratagem of the 
Enemy of our Salvation has chiefly been levelled 
againſt our holy Covenant, ſometimes attacking 
one Part of it, ſometimes another, and now at length 
againſt the Whole of it, by flatly denying, that 
ever any ſuch Covenant has been made between 
God and Man; it becomes more incumbent than 
ever upon us, who live in ſuch perilous Times, to 
RAC K 2 hold 
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held faſt our Profeſſion, which we made before 
many Witneſſes; to contend earneſtly for, and 
more ſtrictly than ever adhere to, this ſacred Char- 
ter of our Salvation; even to every. Branch of it, 
that ſo, with the holy Pſalmiſt, we may Daily 
perform our Vows. 


I need not recapitulate what you have ſaid about 


| Regeneration, Aſſurance, Faith, Good Works, &c. 


becauſe I ſee plainly "that the Baptiſmal Vow, 
rightly underſtood, is a Key to all thoſe Points, 
and indeed to the whole Scriptures z and all the. 


Diſputes and Controverſies in Religion. So that 
J have only to conclude with my ſincere Thanks 


for lo conciſe, and yet ſo plain a Rule for my Dire- 


tion, both as to Doctrine and Practice. Bur I ſhall 


be ſtill the more obliged to you, if you recommend 


ſome Books to aſſiſt and confirm me herein. 


Patro. My Advice is ſtill the ſame; that you 


ſtudy chiefly thoſe Books, which I have called the 


Books of the Church, 
Firſt, Of theſe the BI BL x holds undoubtedly the 


| firſt Place.—As the Church tranſlated it, the Tranſ- 


lation ſhe puts into our Hands may properly be 
called Her Book. The true and very Word of 
God is that only, which is contained in the Origi- 


nal Languages, namely, Hebrew of the Old Teſta- 


ment, and Greek of the New.—And pray mind this 


| Remark ; for this is one of the great Reaſons why 
we are to fagk the Law at the Mouth of the Prieſt w; 
I mean, of thoſe who have been educated in the 


Church, and then ordained, to teach and expound to 
us the Word and Willof God. Truſt not, therefore, 
wholly to your own private Judgment, eſpecially 


jf it contradict the received Senſe of the Tranſlators 
and inſtitued Teachers of it. But, that you may 
the better underſtand what that Senſe is, and ſo be 


furniſhed with a good Rule to judge, whether yoyr 


preſent Teachers deliver to you, in their Books or 


w Mal. ii. 7. 1 | Sermons, 


( 69 ] 
Sermons, the true Doctrines and genuine Senſe of 
the Church; there is one Direction 1 muſt re- 
commend to you, which I think a very ſure 
Guide, though too little attended to; and that is, 
to have a particular Regard to thoſe Parts of the 
holy Scriptures, which the Church calls Proper 
Leſſons. The Chapters that are appointed to be 
read on common Days, ſhe ſtiles Leſſons only; but 
on the Sundays, and great Feſtivals and Holidays 
of the Year, ſhe makes a Diſtinction, becauſe ſhe 
then ſuits her Inſtructions to the Seaſon, and there- 
fore ſelects thoſe Portions, that are moſt proper to 
the Occaſion, —To obſerve this, is, I ſay, the beſt 
Key to open to us, not only the Deſign and Uſe 
of ſuch a Sunday or Holiday, but is the beſt Com- 
ment to explain the Senſe, in which our Church 
_ underſtands thoſe Scriptures. For as the Leſſon 
expounds the Deſign of the Sunday or Feſtival, ſo 
the Deſign of the Day points out to us the true 
Meaning, as well as Propriety of the Leſſon 3 and 
both together concur to let us into the Doctrine 
of the Church. So that there cannot be a ſurer 
Guide for the Clergy to come at the true Senſe 
and Doctrines of the Church, or for the Laity to 
judge aright of the Truth and Soundneſs of the 
Sermons they hear, or the Books they read, than 
a diligent Attention to the Proper Leſſons of our 
Church. This Remark deſerves further Explica- 
tion, were this the Place for it; but thus much 
we may obſerve, that there appears to be a twofold 
Reaſon why the Church calls thoſe Scriptures Proper 
Leſſons. The one is what we obſerved before, name- 
ly, the Suitableneſs of the Lz/on to the Deſign of the 
Day; the other, and I conceive the principal, is, 
the Reference and more immediate Aſpect the 
Church profeſſedly hath to our holy Covenant, 
which js the main Subject ſhe inſiſts upon, and 
lahours to inſtruct her Members in, . 
the 


\ JL NSN 
the Tear; and ſuch .Zoſons, as are beſt adapted to 
this Purpoſe ſhe, deſervedly, calls Proper. As this 
moſt uſeful Subject hath not, that I know of, been 
attempted by any, I have, for my own Uſe and 
my Family's, made it my Study for many Years, 
to meditate upon the Proper Leſſons of our Church, 
and to conſider their ſignal Propriety and Fitneſs, 
with reſpect to the Baptiſmal Vow. The Benefit I 

have myſelf received thereby, makes me wiſh, that 
others would do the ſame. For which Reaſons, I 
cannot but earneſtly recommend the like Study to. 
vou, not doubting but you will find the Proper 
Leſſons to be the beſt Sermons, yea the moſt com. 
plete Body of Divinity, that ever was extant, as 
well as the ſureſt and beſt Interpreter of the whole 
Scripture. And as theſe Leons are the pure 
Mord of God, ſo admirably choſen, methodized, 
and ' dictated to us by the Church, which is he 
Pillar and Ground of Faith, ſo we are aſſured, that 
that gracious Prophecy, that * They ſhall be all 
taught of God, is thus literally fulfilled to us, and 
to all ſerious and attentive Students thereof, 
Secondly, The next Book I commend to you. is 
the LiTvRcy of the Church. I ſhall not expa- 
tiate on the Excellency of its Uſe or Compoſure : 
Do but-read, and conſider it well, you will, I am 
perſuaded, be of the ſame Opinion witch that wiſe 
Parliament, who voted it to be compiled by the 
Aid of the Holy Ghojt, The more you ſtudy it, 
the more Beauties will you diſcover in it; eſpe- 
cially when you join in it with that Fervour and 
Devotion, which intelligent and well-diſpoſed 
Minds cannot but feel in a ſerious and devout Uſe 
of it. There are great Numbers of Expoſitions 
upon our Liturgy, which will affiſt you in the 
right Underſtanding of all its Parts; and you 
can hardly chuſe amiſs. I ſhall name. to you only 
1-14: 6045" rongo aA wack; PTR | eb 


\ „ 
| = 3 = — 

a er INES — | 
1 — OOC2 > r 
Pre — — 8 1 

: & * 2% 0 - Wig — — — 2 2 - * 


—— 
E V2 gu. 


L J4 7 0 4 N 
r 7 
r r _— * 


— „ 
5 


"WW 
"i * 
2 4 
_ 
= 
23 
MW, G 
125 j j 
41 
11 * , 
1 — 4 \ 
= . 5 
1. I Fl f 
2 9 
o ” ++. 
1 "yl * 1 
\ : 
* rl y 
bis Tas , 
5 F * 4 
o - "1 
4 0 
. 9 
L . 5 
TT. 
- * x 
L* FF 
„ „ 4Þ® 
1 19 1 
R 
| + a» 
en | 
\ ff \ 4 Z 
_ a, * 
n 4 
4 Ny p 
4 1 24 7 5 
„ 5 
a — 
. li 
" - 2 3 
h1.* If © [ 
E J 
\ 4 1 
' " 
© 
4 1 
o 7 15 
3 . 1 
F_ : 
3 1 
5 
Þ | 
LY, * 
us * 
. F 1 \ 
1 
— 4 
1 
— 6. } 
% ) : 
5 
| \ 4 
1 # 
oF ' 1 
7 < „ 
 - 4Y 
A N 
. 
os 4 . 1 
b — 
4 k * 
8 
7 , 
* 
9 i 


— 


143. iv, 13. John vi. 4. 


9 a _ ES 
2 — = 
N 
— — — 3 0 
— Ci — _ - — 


| 
X 
N 
} 


| Courſe is right, 


711 
wo or three —Biſhop Beveridge's Sermon on 
the Excellency of the Common Prayer; Biſhop 
Sparrow's Rationale; and Dr. Biſſe's four Sermons 


on the Beauty of Holineſs. —Read likewiſe the ſe- 


veral Aus for Uniformity 3 and pray take Notice, 
that the whole Book of Common Prayer is an A# 
of Parliament, a Law of the Land, as. well as of. 
the Church in Convocation ;. ſo that every Ru- 


bric, as well as every Office and Form of Prayer, 
is bound upon our Conſcience, to conform thereto, 


by the united Authority both of Church and State, 
as well as by its incomparable Excellence. And 
a threefold Cord is not to be eaſily broken, 

Thirdly, Her next Book is her XXXIX ART1- 


' ELES, And let me obſerve to you, that as, in her 


Catechiſm, ſhe teaches us only the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, in which ſhe agrees with the whole 
Catholic Church, and with all other true Chriſtian 
Churches in the World; ſo, in her Articles, ſhe 
gives us her own Opinions and Sentiments as a 
National Church, as the Church of England ; and 


ſhews not only how ſhe agrees with the holy Ca- 


tholic Church, but wherein ſhe differs trom,. and 
zejects, all unſound Opinions, which Heretics, or 


ſome corrupted Churches, have maintained. The 


beſt Expoſitions that I know, are Biſhop Beve- 


ridge's, as far as it is complete, and Archdeacon 


Welchman's in Latin, or as lately tranſlated into 
Engliſh.— I have only to add, that as to the XVIIth 
Article, concerning Predeſtination, you will find 


the Baptiſmal Vow the beſt Key to explain it: 
If your holy Covenant is conditional, ſo is Prede- 


ſtination.—T hey are perfectly reconcilable to each 
other; and the Church muſt not be ſuppoſed to 


contradict herſelf. They are like too Bearings at 


Sea, which when the Mariner obſerves to meet in 
a Point, he then knows where he is, and that his 
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1. Another of our Church's Books, is her Book 
of Laws, which ſhe calls ConsT1TUuUT1ONs and 
Canons Eccleſiaſtical. Canon is a Greek Word, 


ſignifying a Rule. Herein, by a modeſt and mild 


Expreſſion, ſhe has fet before us her Orders and 


Injun&ions, calling them Rules rather than Laws, 
which our ſpiritual Governors had framed and 


agreed upon in Convocation, for the Good and Quiet 


_ of the Church, and the better Government thereof. 
This Book, then, contains her Directions concern- 


ing the external Polity of the Church, as ſhe is a 
Society or Body of Chriſtian People. And whereas 


her Catechiſm (as was before obſerved) conſiſts 
only of Eſſentials, and thoſe fundamental Princi- 


ples, which conſtitute her very Being as a Chriſtian 


Church; and as her Articles are Notes of her Oriho- 
doxy in all doctrinal as well as fundamental Points; 


ſo her Canons contain her Rules of Diſcipline, by 


which her Well. being, as a national Church, is to be 


ſecured and preſerved. If in the firſt, ſne appear, 
without Controverſy, truly Catholic; if in the ſe- 
cond, truly orthodox, pure and holy, without Spot 


or Wrinkle, and free from all impure Mixtures; 


in her Canons, we may ſay, ſheexerciſes and exerts 


her Authority, and thoſe ſpiritual Powers, where- 


with Chriſt her Head has inveſted her. But altho' 


ſome of theſe Powers are purely ſpiritual, and inde- 


pender f any ſecular Power, ſuch as the Sentence 


of Exc munication, which, we find, ſhe ufes as 


the Sane. on and Penalties in ſome of her Canons 
yet, as ſhe has the Happineſs to be incorporated 
with the State, or Civil Government of the Realm, 


and fo enjoys, by God's Bleſſing, a temporal In- 


tereſt in and under the Protection of the Magiſtrate, 


| ſhe not only acknowleges the King's Supremacy 


over her, as a National Church, in all Cauſes Eccles 


fiaſtical (which ſhe doth in her very firſt Canon), 
and denounces an Excommunication in her ſecond 
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againſt all Impugners thereof; but, under the Fa- 
vour and Indulgence of the Civil Government, 
to which ſhe owes her National Eſtabliſhment, ſne 
proceeds to regulate, iſt, Her external Polity; 2dly, 
The Divine Service, and Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments; 3dly, Her Miniſters, their Ordination, 
Function, and Charge : z 4thly, Schoolmaſters, 5thly, 
Things appertaining to Churches ; 6thly and 7thly, 
Churchwardens and - Pariſh-clerks ; then, laſtly, Her 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and their Officers ; coneluding 
with her Judgment concerning the Authority of 
National Synods or Councils, and particularly of 
the 3 by which theſe Canons were made and 
decreed. The Conſideration of theſe Things, to- 
gether with the Royal Aſſent and Approbation, 
under the Great Seal of England, whereby theſe 
Conſtitutions and Canons are Ratified, Confirmed, and 
Eſtabliſhed ; and that, too, according to the Form of 
a certain Statute or Af of Parliament made in that 
| Behalf; ſhould convince us of our Obligation to 
obſerve all that is contained in them. And, altho' 
we admit (as we readily do) of the DiſtinRtion, which 
naturally occurs, that ſome of them are, in their own 
Nature, mere Matter of Diſcipline ; and the Penal- 
ties (being pecuniary or corporal) are properly Acts 
of ſecular Power, which the Civil Magiſtrate,only bas 
Authority to impoſe and inflict 3 and, conſe: quently, 
are repealable by the ſame Power yet the enſures 
.. or Penalties of a ſpiritual Nature, which Wh Church 
only has a Power to denounce, cannot be rt erſed oy 
any other Authority, but that which 75 ſpiritug!. . 
Did thoſe, who call themſelves Members of our 
Church, ſeriouſly peruſe, conſider and ponder, the 
| Contents of this Book, they would not make ſo 
light thereof, as too many do; neither would 
- they, who diſſent from her, find any Reaſon to 
ber themſelves, that Bs: they, are exempted, 5 
the 
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the Act of 7 oleration, from the Gullt of Schiſm, or 
the Cenſure pronounced by the Canons for their Se- 
paration from the Church. The Impunity they 
enjoy (and I am far from envying tiem this Privi- 
lege) is only a Diſcharge (and that, too, under cer- 


taln Reſtrict ions) from thoſe Penalties in the Ca- 


nons, which are purely temporal; but the Penalties 


and Cenſures, which are inflicted by the Hpiritual 


Power, remain in full Force againſt them. Let 


them, therefore, look to it; for what Mr. Wheatley 


ſays of the Liturgy, we may, with equal Truth, ſay 
with relation to the Canons; As they are oY 


«© bliſhed by E cclefiaſtical Authority, they oblige in 


% foro conſcientiæ; and thoſe, who (diſclaim this 


« Authority, and refuſe Obedience to them, are 
*. Schiſmatics, and conſequently are guilty of a 


damnable Sin, which no Toleration, - -granted by f 
the Civil Magiſtrate, can authorize or juſtify, 
'But, as they are confirmed by Royal Authority, 


* by virtue of an Act of Parliament, they oblige 


only in foro civili; and their rejecting of them 
is an Offence againſt the State, and, as ſuch, 


„„ may be pardoned by the State. The Act of 
„ Toleration, therefore, has freed the Diſſenters 


from being Offenders againſt the State, notwith- 
ſtanding their Separation from the Church; but 


« it by no means excuſes, or can excuſe them, 


from the Schiſm they have made in the Church. 
«© They are ſtill guilty of that Sin, and will be, ſo 
long as they ſeparate, notwithſtanding any em- 


* poral Authority to indemnify them.“ ; 4% 


5. Another of our Church's Books is the Book 


of Homit1ts, This is a Greek Word, ſignifying 


Diſcourſes, being the Term by which the Greek 


Fathers called their Diſcourſes, or, as we uſually 
call them, their Sermons.— Preaching being an Or- 
| Cinance of the Goſpel, frequently uſed by our Sa- 


2 viour 


1 . 


1 
viour while he was upon Earth, practiſed by the 
Apoſtles, and expreſly commanded by the Word 
of God [ *Preach the Word, ſays St. Paul to Timothy; 
and, * Woe is unto me, if I preach not, ſays the 
ſame Apoſtle of himſelf] ;, the Church of Eng- 
land has conſidered this Ordinance as a Duty abſo- 


lutely incumbent on her Miniſters; and therefore, 


that ſhe might, in no reſpe&, be wanting in her 


Care of Chriſt's Flock within her Fold, but be per- 


fect and complete in every Part of her ſacred Charge, 


ſhe compiled. this Book of Homilies or Sermons, in 


two Volumes; which, containing a great Number 


of Diſcourſes on the moſt uſeful Subjects, are not 


only Patterns of fit Matter and Method for the Di- 
rection of her Miniſters, but likewiſe for the In- 
ſtruction of the People. Theſe, alſo, are Ratified 


and Confirmed by Royal Authority, as you may 
| ſee by her XXXVth Article of Religion. And 
= though the Style and Language be now ſomewhat | 
antiquated: by Length of Time, you will find they 


contain (as the Article truly expreſſes it) a godly and 
wwholſome Doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe Times, I 
cannot but wiſh they had been reviſed, as our EE 
turgy was, and the Phraſe reformed from ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as are grown obſolete, and the Proofs of 


Scripture accommodated to our preſent Tranſlation, . 


that ſo both Miniſter and People might be induced 
to read them oftener than they do. Dr. Nour/z 


has indeed dreſſed ſeveral of them in the modern 
Style ; bur I bumbly think they would be more 
_ edifying in their native Simplicity, with only ſuch 


proper Amendments made, as above-mentioned, 
Nor can I think the florid Style, which, of late 
Tears, has been introduced into our Pulpits, ot 
ſuch Advantage to the Chriſtian Doctrines, as ſome 
deen to think. This ſtudied Elegance of Language 
2 A may 
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may, tickle the Ear; but I fear (if I may ſpeak from 
my own Experience or Obſervation) it ſeldom 


moves the Heart. For which Reaſon I the more 
earneſtly recommend the Homilies to your Perufal ; 

And, to fit them the better to your own Uſe, you 
may do as I have done, and alter with your Pen 


any Words or Phraſes that are grown quite out of 


Uſe, for ſuch as are more modern; and then you 
will read them with more Pleaſure, and conſequently, 
I hope, with more Profit. . 
6. I have but one Book more of our Church to 
mention, and that is what ſhe calls, The Form and 


Manner of Making, Ordaining, and Conſecrating of 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. Read over this with | 

due Seriouſneſs and Care, and, I am perſuaded, you 
will agree with me, that it is a moſt admirable and 


well-deviſed Office. It is a Thing abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, both to the Conſtitution of the Church, eſpe- 


cially her external Polity, as well as the Cure of 


Souls committed to her Care, that ſhe ſhould have 


lawful and authentic Governors; and that her Peo- 


ple ſhould indubiouſly know, who they are, in order 


to regulate their Conduct and Obedience. With- 
out ſome ſuch Form as this, how could thoſe, who ac- 


k nowlege our Church to be truly Catholic and Ortho- 


dox, and her Laws to be holy, juſt, and good, oley 


them that have the Rule over them, and ſubmit them- 


ſelves? How ſhould they Eu and ſee their Teachers? 


(which was foretold as one of the great Privileges of 


the Goſpel, IJ. xxx. 20.) How ſhould we diſcern the 


Guides we are to follow? How ſhould we diflinguiſh 


the Meſſengers and Embaſſadors of God, without 
theſe Credentials, from the Miniſters of Satan 2 


Or, indeed, how ſhould any Man preſume to preach 
the Goſpel, to adminiſter the Sacraments, to be a 


Steward of the Myfteries of God, and to bear Rule 


in the Church, excepr he have a certain preſcribed 
Rule, 


— =P 


A 


„ ˙ ö 


1 
Rule, by which he himſelf, as well as others, may 
know, that he is lawfully appointed thereto by thoſe, 


who have public Authority to call and ſend La- 
| bourers into the Lord's Vineyard ? As this is the 


Form by which fit Perſons (and none are deemed 


fit, but ſuch as, upon Examination, appear to be 
ſo) are thus called and ſent; ſo it is evident to 


every Man, that, by the ſtanding Laws both Ec- 


cleſiaſtical and Civil of this Nation, zone have Au- 
thority to officiate or act as Miniſters in England, 


but toe, who are ordained according, to this Form, 


and have thereby public Authority given them to 
preach and miniſter to the People. As to the Diſ- 


ſenters, I ſhall ſay nothing. But our Methodiſt 
Teachers (ſuch, I mean, as have been ordained by 


this Form) are moſt inexcuſable, in that they make 
no Conſcience of violating their moſt ſacred Engage- 


ments, then entered into before the Church, and in 
the Preſence of God, binding their Souls to the Per- 
formance in the moſt folemn manner. See the 


Queſtions then put to them by the Biſhop, particular. 
ly the two following; and their Anſwers thereto. 

« The Biſhop, Will you give your faithful Dili- | 
« pence always ſo to miniſter the Doctrine and 
« Sacraments, and the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the 
„ Lord hath commanded, and As THIS CHuRcn 
«© AND REALM HATH RECEIVED THE SAME“ 


i. e. in Conformity to the Liturgy, Articles, and 


Canons eſtabliſned by the Laws of both Church 
and State], according to the Commandments of 


God; fo that you may teach the People com- 


«© mitted to your Care and Charge, with all Dili- 
© gence, to keep and obſerve the ſame? _ 
% Anſwer. I will do fo, by the Help of the Lord. 
* The Biſhop, Will you reverently obey your 


Ah Ordinary, and other chief Miniſters, unto whom 
« ig committed the Charge and Government over 


66 you; 3 


098] 
c you; following, with a glad Mind, and Will, digit 
t godly Admonitions, and ſubmitting: yourſelf 0 
«their godly Judgments? 
&< Anſwer. I will do ſo, the Lord being my 
* Helper. 
Now, Sir, [ hardly need obſerve, to you, that 
theſe Anſwers contain in them the Force and Solem- 
nity of an Oath, being, with ſome ſmall Variation 
of the Words, the very ſame, in effect, with that 
Form, where with public Oaths in England are 
uſually taken, So be!p me God; and, conſequently, : 
are no leſs binding. And I leave you to Judge, 
whether they have complied herewith 3 or rather, 
whether they have not broken theſe ſolemn Vows in 
the moſt notorious Manner. And are theſe fit 
Guides to follow? fit Inſtructors of the Truth? who 
ſo openly, ſo daringly, falſify their moſt ſacred 
Engagements of Canonical Obedience; who ſubject 
themſelves to the Cenſures of the Church, by com- 
mitting thoſe very Things, for which ſhe 3 
the Committers of them to be Excommunicate, ipſo 
facto; and not only do this themſelves, but have 
Pleaſure in them that do them; yea, in direct Op- 
poſition to their Truſt, compaſs Sea and Land, and 
take all imaginable Pains to ſeduce others from 
the Unity of the Church; and yet are not afraid 
to come to the holy Altar? But I ſhall not aggra- 
vate — Tour own Reflections muſt convince you, 
that Men, who in fact have Excommunicated them- 
ſelves, cannot be right or ſafe Guides to Salvation. 


a Z b _ .” ww 8 9 8 1 N = = * =_ = — 7 8 wn, l —_ l 
» I _ = oy 
— my *. * N. aL 2. 2 we 6 wo » | 
. N — — Es — = cw a acces 5.4.3: 6 
r —— — gow * — A — — — I — — 


38338 5 — * 
KK * 


- — as = oy SY * = 1 
——— —2 S * 
S Mt = * *2 , x 


- 1 2 — 2 >, 
n „ e > EF" 
=, ELBERT a 


- ae 
Le Rn 
„ ACP RY 32 
by — — * 5 = 


is the true Way to Life), you may know by their 
Fruits (which our Saviour gives us as the ſureſt 
Mark), what Way they are in. And, if Men 
gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles, then will 

you be in the right to follow them. And Nene 


* Mat. vii. 15. 16. 
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Whatever they talk of Fai/h (which undoubtedly 
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comes this Torrent of Error and Enthuſiaſm, but 
becauſe the Members of our Church, and too many 


of our young Divines, do not peruſe, or ſufficiently 
attend to, theſe Books, this little Library of our 


holy Mother the Church of England, which I have 


been recommending to you? 4 
Tim. I cannot - ſufficiently expreſs my Thanks 
for your kind Advice, and particularly this laſt 


Direction, which I now plainly ſee is ſo reaſonable _ 


and fo neceſſary for all'the Members of the Church 


of England; yet never once thought of this Method 


before: And I hope, that God will give a Bleſſing 
to your Admonitions, and ſtrengthen my Reſolu- 
tions to follow them. „ 5 
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The Abſence. of the Author has occaſh oned the following 
Errata, which the Reader i is defired 10 corel. 


* «% 


1 To the Word Aus 11. 7 the following Note ſhould 
have been placed i in the Margin; — Amen in the Liturgy, 
ewhere-ever it is printed in the Roman Character, is to be 
pronounced by the Miniſter. - It is fo printed in the Form of © 

Baptiſm, and has à like 2 rative Force with a Land Clan. 

8 all s FlaT to a Royal . 

32. I. 24. for Practiſers, r. n Sn, 
35. in the marginal Note, dele the Comma after Works. 
48. 1. 23. dele of the Holy Spirit by the, and read and. 
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